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"The: Fpiltle. 
cenſure w of weaſencle, than You ſbould charge 


_ «with Diſobedience : Your Requeſt being no leſſe 
than 4 command ; aud Your acceptance ſufficient 


#0 give valueto things of hows elves both meane'and 
worthleſſe. 

Wherefore, according to our Dutic;ſo willingly as 
the conſciouſ neſſe e of our ſlender performances would 
permit we obey Your Order, an4 doenow, although 
ſomewhat-Inte, bumbly offer theſe two Plaine Sermons 

(fors who expects other in a. Faſt 2) artthefootftoole 
of Your Tribunall,as.2 lafting Monument of Our 


Gratitude for Your, encouraging Approbation of, 


and ſolemne Thankes for Our weake endeavours in 
the preaching. of them. aſi 
" If inſome 'Þl aces _ - bave ken that juſt liberty 
which all uh have oue before s w, wetruſt it ſhall 
wy be impued; 'fo long win the moſt materiall 
65 We have kept to the oy ores which at firs 
Et 


[ofarre at was neceſſary \ anThave noi wit- 
FUdefvc baires uw tb from the ff enſe and 


\ ſubſRanceintherefidue. 
We haye indeed pared off ſome Repetitions, which 


in ſpeaking had their #(e, the more v0 inculcare; "and 


the better to ſet os the matter, but would not have 


beenſo 0 bf rarefwll? in Writing,becauſe Kk eaders account 


bave 
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 - Dedicatory, 


have likewife contracted ſome expreſsions, which in 
diſcourſes of ſo much length.could bardly beſo conciſe 
ar we defired, Memory being not alwayes at hand to 
give birth to: every Conception of our minds in ſuch 


; formes as we intended. And ſome few things wee have 
added,where ftraites of time,or defect of memorymade 


ſame balkes in the firſt delivery. 
What evtr out performances be, wee humbly leave 
them in Tour hands,andunder Your Honorable Pro- 


- P&8&0n which we are boldto expect, becauſe they are 


by Your own Act drawnefrom wand that in atimeſo 
queafie and diſtempered as canhbardly bearethatfood, 
or Phyfick which i neeafull for it. Seldome doth a 
wiſe Reproofe, 4 neceſſary Exhortation, or whol- 


A ome Docwine meet with an obedient Eare. 


The God of Heaven fleere all Your weightie con- 
ſultations by huu own (\onnſell to hs own Vlory,cover 
You flill under his own Wing aud make You the moſt 
accompliſhr, beſt united, and moſt ſuccellefull aud 
glorious houſe of Commonsthat ever /ate in that 
High Court; but chiefly in the effetuall enleavour- 
ing of a further Sanction of, and ſtronger Guard a- 
bout our true Pailadinm the true Religion,already 
eſtabliſhed among wi , in the perfecting of the Refor. 
mation of it;1#uthe erecting maintaining protecting» 
and incouraging of an able, Godly faithful, zealous, 

A 3 profitable, 
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i The SUmme which 14 OWY ſafety : that. be may continue with 45 
| = both Ser- which # our Glory,and we with him, wbich u out 
3 Ons. 


TheEpiſtle,&c. 
profitable Preaching * Miniſtery,in every Pariſh 


f This was 


ur joynt s: Church and Chappell throughout England and Wales, 


eſt ſuit and inthe interceding to the Kings ſacred- Majeſty 


þ wr = for theſetting up of a Faithfall, Indiciow, and_Zea- 
pond wenow lows Magiſtracys where yet #he ſame ir wanting to be 
beain beſeech | 

You to let 


| your hearts of which not onlytbe powerof Godlineſte will ſoone 
| pod handsto 1, 0enerare into-formalicy,C zeale into Lukewarm- 


ever at ban to back ſuch a Miniftery: without either 


this Work , 4 IX 6 od ng RR i 
as Benhail, neſſe, but, Popery, Arminianiſme,Socintaniſme, 
Obadiah and Prgpl le. Atirerſme 7s T7 
012442 nt Prophanenefle, Apoſtacy, and Athteiſme is ſelf wi 


ces in Iudah Ore and more'croud in upon w,and prevaile againſt 


| |did. urdoe You at You'can'by all other meanes. 
leo And now, commending Youto God and to 
{{4.20.32. the Word of his grace, whichris able to build You 


up furcher, and to give You-an inheritancea- 
mong all them which be ſanfified; and rheſe 
our Labours to hu further bleſsing, whereby all may 
ſpeedily be brought under the line of his Covenant, 


happineſle : we reſt, 


Yours, moſt devoted to the ſervice 


| | | of Your Faith inall Dutic, 


Cornetins Burees. 
S$rephes Marſhal, 
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fo great a ſhare in this weightie Worke, 


"THE FIRST SERMON, 


at the late Faſt'sf the Commons Houſe 
, of Parliament, wherein this Preface 


was uſed, before the Text 
was read. 


RADIX Hat great Apoſtle Saint Paul, when he had to dee 
n I KA with wiſe men, held it a point of wiſcaome to 

* yz paſſe by ſome things which hee would not have 
24 £4 Weyved smong Meaxer capacities. Hu prattiſe 

— ſhallbe now my preſident. 

' Thi Honourable Aſſembly having ——_— mee to beare 
| old it my duty to 
confider, that , how weake and unworthy ſo ever 1 my ſelfe 
bee, yet I am now to ſpeake to Wiſe Men, who neede 10: 
ſo much tobe Catechiſed touching the Nature, «s to be inci- 
ied and quickned ro the principall Vie of a Religious Faſt, 
which conſiſteth not ſolely in ſuch drawing neere to God by ex- 
iraordinary Prayer aud Humiliation as \may- prodnte 4 ittall 
divorce ol our deereſt Luſts , but alſo ( «nd that mare 
principally) in particular, formall, ſolemne,entire engaging and 
binding of our ſelves by ax indiſſoluble Covenant, 0 that God 
whoſe face and favour we ſecke, and implore. OTE 

And this 1 apprehend to be a ſubjet# more neceſſary, by how 
much this dutie appeares to beleſſe heeded and regarded by the 
greater number ofthe choyſeſt Chriſtians. 

For, as it too ofien falls out, even among the beſt, in par- 
iicipating that ſacred and dreadfull Ordmance of the Lords 
Supper; that moe labour more to diſcerne, and feed upon his? 
Hoſe Body avd bloud, [piritually by faith, ta make Chriſt their 
owne, (which muſt be done t#0\ than effettually, totally and _ 
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The Preface, _ . 


latch th dpunte;refigne, and yeeld up vhepuſeFhes unhe hin 
the att of 2s WE, be his Track : Fo if - » mot [el 

dome happen in tht exerciſe of holy Faſting, that not a few of 
that [mall handfull which deſire to approach: the preſence of 
Godin truth, are more converſant in Jaaehing, cenſeTvings 
bewailing of ſinne, and in craving, mercy, (all which be ne- 
ceſſary auties) than in working up their hearts to that indi- 
ſpeuſtble pitch of heavenly reſolution , ſincerely to ſtrike 
throuch 4 religious and inviolable Covenant with their 
God. Whereas without this, dll their labour mill bee wieerly 


loft, their expettations fruſtrate, they take the glorious Name 


of God inwvaine, provoke the eyes of his glory more againft 


them, cauſing him infinitely 10 loath and abominate both 
their perſons, and ſervice, vor ſhall they ever , by all their 
erying,and ſighing no net by whole rivers of teares, bee able 
#0 draw downe an arme of Mercy from Heaven to come and 
ſave them, or Cs ESR. 
"he more effectually therefore to provoke both mey ſelfe and. 
you at thus time, to the due performance of this moſt negled-. 
ed (but moſt neceſſary) dutie, I have thought fit, in a very 
plamne and familiar way ſutable to the nature of this exer- 
 ciſe. (wbich ought to be noleſſe ſerious. than ſolemne) . to work, 
and chafe into all onr hearts the ſttength and ſpirit of that good. 
Word of God, which you ſhall finde written for our infiruitis. 
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The Propheſic of Teremiah,Chap.5o.V.s. 
They foall acke the way to Zion with their faces thitherWward, faying, 


Comegwnd let ns tonne onr ſelves unto the Lord in an everlaſting Co- . 
venant that ſhall not be forgotten. - 


maine-Di/= 
courſe, 


d \ \\ 7 | the Babyloniſh captivitie, and of the tributary 
>V | rcigne of Zedekzah. The occaſion,this, 


S \ (DE yeares, to humble Tudahby continuall ringing in 


Q þ 
= , 


knowledgement of the truth of his Propheſies, hee found it as hard a 
taske to worke their hearts to any cxpeRation of deliverance. For,as 
it is a worke even inſuperable to poſleſle a people ripe for deſtruQtion, 
that any evill is ncere them, till the wrath of God breake in upon them. 
and overwhelme them ; ſois it a buſineſle of little lefle dithticultic to 
hold up the ſpirits cven of Gods owne people, once calt underany 
great extremity, without any hope of reſcue. 

This was 1udh's caſe. Before the Babylonian had laid this yoke on 
theirnecks, God had plainly revcaled, and often inculcated that it 
ſhould lye upon them juſt 50. yearesandno longer ; after which they Ter. 25. rt, 
ſhould have libertie ofreturne to their owne land againe. Howbeit,the 792% - 
weight of their miſery, the abſence of God, (who had caſt them owe 
of his fig ht )together with the infolence and cruelty of their proud op= 

| B preſlors, - 


- SRO ER MIR en 0itees ENCE F HI SEND LAs, oe Be ADRs 15s kg mn « 


2 
Initodudion. 


» 
| E'iyqg. 24, 


| Ter.51.5 9. 


I. 


The firſt Sermon at the late Faſt, 


preſſors, had throwne them fo low in diſconſolateneſſe, that nothing 
which Gods Prophets could either now ſay or doe, was ſufficient to 
raiſe up thoir hearts to any aſſurance of returne. The fame ſtrength 
which Luſt hath to draw men from obedience, it will farely have af- 
terwards to drive men from belceving, 1n their greateſt necellities of 
living by faith. 

The maine beame which ſtucke in their eyes to hinder their ſight 
of deliverance promiſed, was, the greatnefle and invincible poten- 
cie of the Chaldean Monarchy (then in herpride) and more eſpecial- 
ly the ſtrength of Babylon the Queene and Mittreſſe of that puifſant 
Empire. How could they hope to be delivered, when ſhe that com- 
manded the world detained them ? Shall the prey be taken from the 
Mightie,or the IaWfwll captive delivered ? 

Tocure them therefore of this deſperate deſponſion of mind, the 
Lord ſtirred up this Prophet to foretell the totall and finall ſubverſion 
and ruine of Babylon and of that whole Monarchy ; and further, to 
declare from God, toat the deſolation thereof ſhould be the diflolution 
of the captivitie of /adab init. The better to aflure them of al/-this, 
leremiah wrote the whole Prophecy againſt Babylon (contained in 
this Chapter and the next following) ina booke by it ſelfe, which he 
ſent to Babylon by the hand of Seratah (Lord Chamberlaine to Zede- 
&zahb, and now going in an Embaſſie from his Maſter togreat Nebn- 
chadnezzar) with Command from the Prophet,that,after the reading 
thereof to the captives,he ſhould binde a ſtone unto it,and caſt it into the 
midſt of Enphrates, with this ſaying pronounced over it, Thus ſhall 
Babylon ſinke and ſh4ll not riſe,@c. 

But to haſten to my Text, In the five firſt verſes of this Chapter, 
the Prophet ſummarily compriſeth the ſubſtance of his whole Pro- 
phecy againſt Babylon, declaring, 1. her deſtruftion, 2. the earner, 
3 the conſequent thereof to the people of God. | 

Firſt, he makes Proclamation, and an Ozye- as it were, to all the 
world,to come and behold the Great Worke hee was to doe againſt 
Babylon the chicte Citie of the Empire, againſt Bell the chiefe Idoll 
of that Citie, and againſt 2Jerodachthe glory both of that Citie and 
Empire ; though the King then raigning when God meant to deſtroy 
it, ſhould prove as potent as he that was the firſt of that name, who for 
reſtoring that declining Empire to her ancient Splendor,and for tran- 


 flatingthe Imperiall Seat from Nzzeve to Babylon, obtained from pe- - 


Reritic the worſhip ofa God,and transferred his natuc to all his ſucee(- 
ſors 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, ' 3 


ſors, as the name of Pharaoh to the Egyptian Kings, Benhadad to the Introdn#;on, 
Syrian Monarchs,and of Azguſius to the Roman Emperours: Yeaal- 
thoughall theſ: ſhould joyn= together to withſtand the downefall of 
that Monarchy, yet defolation ſhould bee brought oyer it and them, 
they ſhould be confonnded and removed for ever, Fer/.1. 2, and allto 
make way for the deliverance of the Church: 

But ſecondly, what ſhould be the 92eaves of ſuch an unexpeRed de- | 
trntion? An Army from the North of the Medes and Perſians, both =#® 
of which, but more eſpecially the Medes, were fitnated towards the 
North from Babylon, and therefore ominous. That theſe were the 
men appeares more fully by their deſcription in the reſidue of this 
Chapter and inthe next. This Northerne Army ſhould bee the con- 
fafion of Buby/on, the confulion of Babylon ſhould prove the reſtoring 
of the Church (ver.z.) And the reſtoring of the Church ſhould pro- 
duce a Covenant with God. 

For, behol4 (thirdly) the flue and con/eqment of the ruine of Baby- X 
lon was the returne of the captive Tewes from thence to Terufalem 
and < rene wing Coyenant with him that had ſhewed fach mercy on 
them,ver/.4.5. For, 1» thoſe dayes, ndin that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
children of 1ſracl ſhall come, they and the children of Tudah together, go- 
ing and Weeping, they ſhall goe and ſeeke the Lord their God. They ſhall 
ache the Way to Zion With their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come and let 
5 joyne our ſelves to the Lord in an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not 
be forgotten, "They ſhould goe,not ſo much to —_ their ancient 
patrimony and inheritance, thereby to grow rich inthe world, asto 
{ecke and finde the Lord their God, and that with a reſolution to en- 
ter into Covenant with him, Even fuch a Covenant as ſhould never 
be forgotten, but daily remembred and carefully performed. 

You ſee the Context. Should Inow divide the Text, I might ſhew Au. 

on here. | 
* ſe Firſt, m A#, expreſſed by their indvſtry, in ſetting upon a long 
| and fedions journey to Zion.T hey ſhall acke the Way to Zion. 
Secongly, the manner how they mannage this journey,it is 
- +, With all intention of ſpirir, they aske the way to 
Zion,with their faces thitherward, 

2, With fervent charirie towards, and mutual zeale for 
each other,to quicken and inflame one another ts the 
ſame dutie,/aying, Come, | 

Thirdly-the end of their journey, which (with fo much — 
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The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt, 


of ſpirit and inflamed charity, calling and crying to one another in- 
ſach a manner,) they ſet upon; all was for this : Let ws 5oyne owr ſelves 
(to the Lord in an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 

I might caſfly ſubdivide theſe generalls into many particulars, 
were it now a time to crumble a Text. But I ſhall net have time di- 
my to proſecute all the parts already laid out : or rather (2s the du- 
tic of this day requireth ) I ſhall bee inforced to inſiſt upon that 

which is the maine, and bring in the other as ſubordinate thereun- 
to, by occaſion afterwards, in explication of the principall point. 
Wee ſce troopes in the Text bound for Zu»; and, fo haſty rhither- 
ward, that they ſalute not any mun by the way, not ſo much as looke 
aſide ; they goc With their faces thitherWard: all the ſtay they make, 
isbut to call others along with them, and amongſt thoſe, us, faying, 
Come. And, what isthe buſinefle ; the end of all this haſt * Nothing 
but this, Let w 5oyne our ſelves wnto the Lord in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant,&c, This,how everit were laſt in cxecution, yet was it firſt in 
their intention, in the undertaking of this journey : Vpen this there- 
fore now ſhall T principally inſiſt, , | 

You ſec here a people looſed from the Babyloniſh captivitic, and 
returning to Zi0x: and, in their returne to haye this chictely in their 
hearts, mouthes, and indeavours; namely, upon: the receipt of this 
mercy, to make ſpeed to their. God, to cnter into a new Contract 
and folemne Coycnant with him. So that the :chicfe and onely point 
point of inſtrution which I ſhall hence recommend. to, and preſſe 
upon you,and mine owne heart with you,is plainely this, that 

When God vouchſafes any deliverance 80 his Church, eſpecially from. 
Babylon, then 1 it moſt ſeaſonable and moſt neceſſarie to Cloſe with God 
by a more ſolemne, ſeritt and inviolable Covenant to be his, and onely ks. 
for ever, 

 Inproſecuting this point (whercin I reſolve to be plaine) T ſhall 
firſt ſhew youthe 37 of it, zhut it i ſo, Next, the xav57 (if you will) 
hoW andin what manner this muſt be done. Thirdly,the Ninthe grounds 
and reaſons of it : and fo proceed to the Application. 

For the firſt, the 577 that it 5 ſo, this will appearc, 1. More generally, 
pon receipt of any deliverance. 2. More ſpecially, upon a deliverance 

pm ZBabjlenaboyecallother.. 

7. Ingenerall, that this uſe muft bee made of any deliverance, ap- 
peares both by precept, and example in holy Scripture. Wee ſhall 
cpTy them along together. | 
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Of the Commons Houſe of Parliainent. 5 


In Dext. 29. 1 . 
Command we « Moſes requireth the peopl . : 
mobs _ _ -—_ beſide the ſolemmne GE _ into a /peciall 1 Thati af", - 
to, Moſes refie Ara h bim) in Horeb. To indu i = wade with "= 10 SAO 
on of the many Jeli __ aa} | with the A on E x09 
and in the Wilderneſſe by t - had given unto them - ow. —_— OY 
the w fle by the ſpace of forti » Out OF Egypt, T ie firft fo. 
LO _ vans " hee photon Tag. ene with bony ie Cove- 
OE . hee tells th em. And 928t whi 
(that is, into the Land of Moab em, that when yee came into this pl d hoy — 
King of B ) Sthon the K prace 
1g of Baſhan,came out agai ing of Heſhbon, & Og th co, was after 
rance upon deliver gainſt us unto battell, c. H , & Og the cheir delive- 
of this (roenan ance,and the inference is png” ere is deliye- rance our of 
hares = a= a them, verſe 9 But thet is 9 ncaa 
? vill ſay? T . 4 e Covenant 
{th th y rue,but that is - on | 
on cnibig anaQtuall perſonal Corn - ins chnafinn goa a. —_ 
_ tion of ſo many deliveranc hclr parts, and that up- vant gbony 
neſſe with them at the Lord es. This was his maine bu rtic yeeres 
e. h ras OWne com nc ſt- after the fir 
16. hee thus beſpeak mand. Theref ity 
Lordyonr G peakes them, Tee Hand this day all of orc in verſe wh: A they 
| 70d, Jour Captaines of your trs y all of you before the ca ne neere tO 
Officers, with allth Jour tribes, your Elaer Canaan 
thy ftranger that 1 ; _ of 1ſrael, your little oner, your x Fas, 9 thorily _ 
drawer of thy Wat » thy Campe, y the hewer ” h zves, and vere to enter 
Lord thy God, er, that thou ſhonldſt enter int f thy Wood to the into it, 
ras Py orranr uy rgn r hare 
I make this (ove inverl. 14. he addeth, Neither with —— 
i tr. m_ and this oath, but with him th you onely doe 
bere with us this - ng ons Sen Coe wah his the 6 ere AM 
a . us you ſce a C a is not A * LINES 
and ratified by ſolemne Oath of Goda Py + panes required, ſtricken, drew the peos 
another : they b nd his peopl ple into a 
ey inde themfel pic mutually t Cal 
bonnd himſelfe to them hw by Oath to 1m, as he by Gath had rs before 
No eminent delive : en it was in the ti theirentrance 
rance went befo' e time of Moſes, '72 Canaan ; 
] | ore, b nto Canaan : 
i eſter. © nc Totwane 6 Cores : RI fol- a Toſhua 
! A . ey 3 e 4 
I nila ——_ _ 34 Aion. s no new device, no were Pol 
ubut one inſtance more ( of So 
an re , os Oh 24. 
Es eo or ohne 
even when op "- invaded his kingdome "IC ” . When i ra ; 
and carried away _ = Th, ned battell, 4/a obtained — Ou = tyranny of 
ſpoile, What was the iſſue? Ate m— 
thaliab, 2 Kin. .. 


Covenant. 
B3 For 11.19, 


 3.Thatit i5ſ1, 
in the general, 


2 King 17, 
| 17, 


_ 


| ' 2 Chion n4, 


The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt, 


For, in (hap. 5, God preſently uponthis addrefſeth a Prophet to 
Aſa, ( Azariahthe ſonne of Oded) to tell him and the people. The 
Lord is With you while ye be With him. And to encourage them to cloſe 
with God, he adces, in verſc 7. Be ye ſtrong therefore , and let your 
hands be Weate : for your worke ſhall be rewarded. They mult not onely 
worke for God, but be ftrong init, and that they might be ſo, there 
1wasno way like to that of entring Covenant with him, For fo 4/4 un- 
ceritcod it, as appeareth by the next words, where 1t 1s faid, A/a, 
when he heard theſe Words tooke conrage ; and although he had before 
done much in purging the Cities of tudah of Idolatry , and Idolls, 
of high places, Images, and groves, yet now hee goes on to a 
more thorough reformation and pat aWay the remainder of 4bomr- 
nable Tdolls, ont of all the land of [udah and Beniamin, and ont of the 
Cities which he had taken from Mount Ephraim, and renewed the 
Altar of the Lord; for eyer where Idolls go up, Gods Alcars goe 
__ ; therefore hee pulled downe the one, and renewed the 
other. | 
And rot this alone but he offered unto the Lord a great /acrifice,and 
both himſelfe and his people entered into a Covenant to ſeeke the Lord 
God of their fathers, with all their heart, and with all their ſoule, that 
whoſoever would nit ſecke the Lord God of Iſs ael, ſhould be put to acath, 
whether ſmall or great, Whether man or Woman, and they ſware unto the 
Lord With a lend woire and with ſhouting, and With trumpets , and 
with Cornets. And all this, immediately, upon the deliverance and 
viorie which he had obtained : for, in ver/. t 1. it is ſaid expreſlely, 
that they offered unto the Lord the ſame time (or, in that very day) 
ef the ſpoile which they had brought, 7eo, Oxen, and 1000. Sheepe ; 
meaning of thoſe which they had carried away from the Ethi- 
- nary that came out againlt them, and were vanquiſhed by 
them. | 

Thus you ſee another ſolemne Covenant entred into, not by A(# a+ 
lone but by all the people of God, a Covenant folemnized in publick 
by Sacrifice, by Oath and under the higheſt penaltie, death it felt to all 
that ſhould not obſerve it. 

In purſuit of which Covenant, ſee what preſently he did ; he ſpared 
not his owne Mother that regarded it not. For when he percei- 
ved that, notwithſtanding this Covenant ' the Queene his mo- 
ther Haacha would needs retaine her puppet Gods ſtill, and (a- 


monglt the reſt) one abominable Idoll in a groye fo obſcene as was 
not 
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not fit to bee named ( Abulenfis ® obſeryeth that it was Priapms , t. That it # fa, 
and conjeAureth thence, that ſhee wasnot onely a groſle Id ylatreſſe, #7 8 ua. 
but an abominadle ſtrumpet : for, ordina ily, ® Idolatry and adulte- ,y, 2 Rip 1 
ry, ſpirituall and bodily fornica' ion goe together.) Tt 1s ſaid, that hee 1c r1, The D 
removed her from being Dueene, becauſe ſhee ha4 made an Idol in a Vulzar hith is 
grove, and Aſacut downe her Idol, and ſtampt it, and buratit at the "we T x, 
brooke Kiaron,uerſe 1 6. Which paſlage is expreſt with an einpbaſis | _ 


in Xing.15.11, Alſo Maacha his Mothergven Her re remaved from »,; yea Lond 


being Yucene, Although a 2xcenealthough a Adoth:r, * yet even her ca is veremp. 
he depoſed from her dignity, t iry forthus.n 
Thishe did, and thishee muſt doe, not onely by reaſon of that vo- {*< | 
, . H »m.2gain{ 
luntary Covenant into which hee had entred, but by vertue of the , 1 42... 
ſpeciall Commard of God himſelfe, in what: ever relation ſhee had þ.;.R mr. 


ſtood unto him. So,in Dext.13.6. The law was : for though ſhee had 21,22,22. 24, | 


ne, rt Prins | 


0 a ce 


_ 


—— 


beene necrer thana Mother, even the Wife of hzs boſome, yet if hee XV 6-209 
; CefO VIF 28, 


were an Idolater, and ſhould extiſe him ſecretly, ſaying, let us goe and * ng. 
ſerve other Gods thee muſt have beene put to death, and his oWwne hand ,, >511,, 
muſt have beene firſt pon her,verl.g, - Athan.cew. 
Younow {ce the point proved in the generall, that thus 1t is with ent. Idol, 
. Godspeople ; upon any notable deliverance, © they enter anew into OY 
folemne and {trict Covenant with God, B.C.1F. B, 
2. But more eſpecially ought this to bee the care of the Church, ia Ara Lori 
when God gives her deliverance out of Babylon , whole ſervitude rus in Levir, 
of all other was moſt heavy, and lay longeſt on her. Sce this in ſome 5 p.536.1- 
inſtances, both on Gods part ayming at this in giving deliverance , aps he Num, 
- on his peoples part performing this after deliverance from 3B«- Al ig; Manns 
on. |  Plures, 
c On Gods part, firſt, This was foreſhewed under the ſimilitude of *S me ſup. 
the basket of good figs, Ier. 24 5. Thereitis faid by the Lord, the Gad = _ to $ 
of 1(r acl, like theſe good figs,ſo Will T acknowledge them that are carried > _.- — w” 
aWvay captive of | udah, whom 1 have ſent out- of this place into the land thers ſay ſhe 
of the C haldeans for tneir good: for I Will ſet mine eyes pon thens for 1s his owne 
od, and will bring them againie to this land, &c. And, in the ſeventh M 'ther,of the 
yerſe it followeth, 1 Wit give them an heart to now mee, that Iam the welt = 


Lord, and I will be their God: for they ſhall returne anto me With their Geingmathe wa 


Tertul in apo= | 


Bull.contewp, | 


whole heart, He will give them an heart to kyoW him, to returne and which is mare - 


-probabl-, 


« Yea ſometimes vpo1 co:3fideratian of Gods Tudg: ments felt or feared, 2 Chron. 29.10, - 


3 Chron.34.3 1,32 2:[3/pcc4l, 
become 


N$ 
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17:4 4/5,” become his people, which cannot bee without a Covenant. Apgaine, 


/ 


in /peciail, 


| Verſ,3 1,&c, 


T hat Gods heart is fully ſet upon this, namely never tobring his peo- 
ple backe from Babylox, but upon this very condition, will yet fur- 
ther appeare by other paſſages of the Prophet Jeremy; to paſſe by 
ſundry other Propheſics of //aiah,icah, and others. 

In Jer. 30. verſ. 18. Wee ſhall find a Propheſte, that this ſhould 
bee Cone, (and1 ſhall ſhew, by and by, that it was afterwards per- 
formed ) Beho7d, faith the Lord, I will bring againe the captivitie of 
Tacobs tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places, &c, and 1n verlo 
21. 1 will cauſe him to draw neere, and hee ſhall approach unro me ; and 
then, asone aflured of it, and admiring at it, hee preſently addes, 
Who 5 this that engaged his heart to approach unto mee, ſaith the Lord? 
Thatis, both Governour and people, all of them ſhould binde and 
engage themſelyes, (not their outward man alone, but even their 
very heart and fſoule alſo ) by ſolemne Covenant to bee the Lords, 
That this was the meaning, 1s cleare by the next verſe, Tee ſhall bee 


' my people, ard 1 Will bee your God. For it was ſuch an engaging of 


their hearts, as that one ſhonld ſay, I arms the Lords; and another ſhall 
call } im[ſclfe by the name of Inceb : and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 


| handunts the Lora, and ſirname himſelfe by the name of 1ſracl, Iſa. 


44-5- 
So in Jer. 31. TheLord having firſt | mn_— to bring backe the 


captivitie, hee ſubjoynes ; Behold, The aaies come, ſaith the Lord, thas 
Twill make aneW Covenant with the houſe of Ijracl, and With the houſe 
of Indah : not according to the Covenant which I made with their fa- 
thers,in the day that 1 tooke him out of the Land of Egypt, which my Co- 
venant they brake, althongh I was an hu:band unto them ſaith the 
Lord, But this ſhall bee the C ovenant that I will make with the houſe 
of Iſrael ; after thoſe dayes ſaith the Lord, I Will put my Law in their 
3nWard parts ,and write it in their hearts,and I will be their God, and they 


- ſhall be my people, Here is a Covenant : God begins the worke, but 


his people follow ; they imbrace it, and jayne themſelves by mutu- 


- allcovenant to him, He putshis Law int6 their hearts, for this very 


purpoſe. 
' Once moxe. In Jer. 32. 37, there is a promiſe that God would 
ather h's people out of all Countries whither hee had caſt them in 
is wrath, and bring them backe to their owne place, and cauſe 
them todwell ſafely. Hee preſently addes this, as the product of 
that mercy ; They ſhall bee my people, and I will ber their God, and I 
will 
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will give thems one heart, and one Way, that they may feare me for ever, 1 That ſo, | 
&c. 1 Will make an everlaſting (ovenant With themythat I will not turne 'n ſpecial, 

aWay from them to do them good, but I'will put my feare in their hearts 

that they ſhall not depart from me : Which words goe no leſle than a ſo- 

lemne Covenant mutually made and ſtrucken betweene G o Þ and 

His people. : 

Thus many plame and pregnant places of Scripture ſhew, that the 
maine thing God on his part aymed at, and expected from his people 
in delivering them from Babylon , was, the firme and iclemne tying 
and engaging of them by a formalland effeuall Covenant to him, and 
_ their remembring and keeping of it better than they had formerly 

C. 

But, ſecondly, all theſe were but propheſies ſhewing what ſhould 
be. Will you therefore ſce the thing acted, and all theſe promiles fulfil- 
led? True it is the people entred not into ſuch a ſfolemne Coycnant 
ſo ſoone as deliverance was by Cyrs proclaimed ; and they ſped ac- 
cordingly. Zorobabel! went indeed before, inthe firſt yeere of Cyrus, 
and laid the foundation of the Lords Houfe : but wee read of no Co- 
venant then made. © 

Then comes Ezra,and makes ſome reformation of manners; and 
not onely ſo, but ſome Covenant he and the people entred into, Exr4 
10. But that was but ina particular cafe ; there were many that had 
treſpaſled againſt their God by taking ſtrange wives of the people of 
the Land that worſhipped not the fame God, ſuch as were duely 
touched with the ſence of this ſinne, deſire Ezra that a ſolemne Co- 
venant might then bee made with God, to pat away all ſuch wives, 
and ſuch as Were borne of themYetrſ, 3. Now in the fift verſe, wee ſhall 
finde this executed. For Ezra aroſe, and made the chiefe Prie$ts, the 
Levites, and all Iſracl to ſWweare that they ſhanld doe according to this 
Word,and they ſware. : 

This was ſomewhat, but not enough : a partiall Coyenant, and 
ſach as came ſhort of that intended in my Text. Therefore ſee it 
more throughly performed afterwards, in Nehemiah: time, For, 
after Ezra, came Nehemiah, and hee makesa more thotough Refor- 
mation ; not of manners onely., but of Religion alſo. Hee ſet up \ 
the Ordinances of God in their puritie, and tooke care in par- 
ticular for the preaching of the Word. After all this, hee and all the 
people centred into a ſelemne Covenant, and that at a Faſt. And this 

| C brings 


10 


T Thatit 5:7, 
in ſpecial, 


2, Katen, 


Puomods [it, 


How this is to 
| be done, 


The firſt Sermon at the late Faſt, 

brings it home to 'the buſineſſe wee are now about. For, as they 
entred into Coyenant upon receipt of ſucha deliverance, ſo they did 
it at the time of a ſotemne Faſt. This will appeare throughout the 
whole ninth Chapter of Nehemiah, whercit is firſt faid, that theiCnl- 
dren of Iſrael were aſſembled With faſting, and With ſack-cloth, and 
Fith earth upon th:m: they ſeparated themſelves from ſtrangers, they 
ftoed and confeſſed their ſinnes, and the iniquities of their fathers. 
They juſtified God in all his proceedings againſt them, and in all the 
evils be had Fronght upon ther. They acknowledged that neither 
they, their Princes, people, nor fathers had kept the Law, nor ſerved 
Cod in that kingdome hee had beſtowed upon'them. Behe!d, lay they, 
ver1{.36. We are ſervants this day, and fer the land that thou gaveſt unto 
eur fethers, to eate the fruit thereof, and the gocd thereof, behald Wee 
are ſervants init, And it yeeldeth much increaſemnto the Kings Whons 
thou haſt ſet over us, becan ſe ef onr ſinnes : alſo they have dominion over 
ur bodies, and over our cattell at their fleaſure,and Wee are in preat di- 
fireſſe. 4 1dbecanſe of all this, we make a ſure C ovenant, at write it, 
and our Princes, Levites,and Prieſts ſeale unto it. 

Now here is the full accompliſhment of all, what in the Text is 
ſet downe by way of Profheſic you here ſee ated'in the Hiſtory. 
Andif you lookeintothe tenth Chapter, ycu ſhall find who ſealed 
this Coyerant : fiſt, the Princes, the Othcers, the Magiſtrates of 
the Kingdome ; (the Parliament men, it you will ſo callthem ;) and 
then the reſt of the people. And what is the ſubltance of their Cove- 
nant? They ertred irito a carſe,and into an Oath, to walke in Gods Law, 
which was given by Moſes the ſervant of God, and to ob{erve and doc all 
the Commandments of the Lord their God,and his Indgements, and Sta- 
rates,verl.19. | | | 2b 

Here is their Covenant, -and you ſee with what ſolemnitic it was 
made and ratified ; by /#b/cribing of hands, and ſetting to of their 
Seales by an Oath,and by acarſe; binding themſelyes by all the moſt 
ſolemne and ſtrongeſt bonds that poſſible they could; and all this in 
in Publique, andat a Pablique Faſt. So that now the point is cleare, 
That it is ſo, and that the praftiſe of Gods people hath ever beene,. 
upon any great deliverance, eſpecially from Babyloy, to cnter into 


folemne Coyenant with the Lord. 


Come we to the ſecond branch propeunded, which is the xa$t7;, 
ſhewing 


In the originall with two. different Letters, the former with W, 1K"W 


the uttermoſt confines of 1iracl North-Eaſt-ward, neare unto Jordan, 


: , | : - Bene: 
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ſhewine, in What manner this Covenant muſt be made, and hom men 1. Howi if. 
are to joyne themſelvestothe Lord in this Action. | 

This I ſhalldemontrate out of the bowels of the Text itfelfe: 
for therein ſome what is required, 1. By way of 4di/poſition or prepa- 
rationto it. 2. In reſpeRof the /ab/tarce of it. 3» In regard: of the Yor CR | 
properties belovging to it. Theſe being opened, I ſhall give you a . £486 
full view of this Text according to my promiſe before made unto 

Ou. 

The firſt thing tobee nnfolded is, the diſpoſition or preparation to 1. of the dif 
the Covenant ; and this appeares in two things, t. In ſeeking ſeri- P>{:i0n re- 
ouſly the face of God, They foall acke the Way to Zion. 2. In the man- end 
_ of their addreſle unto him, With their faces thitherWward, laying, ,un w ey 

000, Gd, 

The firft thing requiſite to di/peſe, qualifie, and prepare men to Wiereunts is 
ſtrike a Covenant with God, is a ſerious and humble ſecking of the "*4"ir<d 1-the 
face of God. They ſhall acke the way to Zion. And here, firſt, awordof _—_ _ way 
the place toward which they were bound; ſecondly,of their con- ; 
tending and repaire to it, under that expreſſion of a+king the Way | 
thither. © 

The place was Zion, where firlt (though it be but a Criticiſme, it 
is yet not unneceſſary to bee taken notice of, becauſe the word is of- 
ten pronounced, and written:agnfle , which may cauſe ambiguitic 
touching the place) you mult put a difference betweene $ih2n or 
S$5onand Zion: (for theſe were two different places, and are written 


the other with F) you mult not here underſtand this, of the former, Y\x 
namely, of Moant Sihon, which is all one with Hermon, ſituate in 


( Denr. 4.48.) but conceive it to bee meant of Zion in Hiernſalem, 
which was once the ſtrong hold of the Iebuiites, and held out 
longer unſubdued than any Peece belonging to that people. For 
when Ifraclunder the Condudt cf 79/2ua had conquered Jebus (after 
called Hieruſalew) yet could they not winne Zion init, Ziom was a 
ſtrong Caſtle or Fort, ereted upon a rocky mount, toward the 
South-welt part of the Citie , overlooking all the reſt ; and that the 
Tebuſites (having abundantly fortified and viualled it) ill held all 
the daiesof Zoſbra. andlong after, albeit the Itraelites poſſeſſed the 
reſt of the Cite, /o/4, 15-63. But afterwards when David came a- 

C 2 gain{t 


I2 


2, How th;;* 
to be done, © 


| - 6 f, om 
We, 
to byjeect, 
Or Pray, 
| 


| Zac,8 31,22, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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= it, even that frong bold (which the Tebuſites thought to bee 
0 invincible, that, in ſcorne of him and his ſiege, they ſet up onely 
a'few blinde and lame people on the walles to defend it ) hee 
conquered and called it the Citie of David, becauſe after hee had 
wonne it, himſelfe dwelt in it, 2 Samwel 5. verſ, 7. This for the 
lace. | 
; Then you muſt know further, that, by Zo is ſometimes meant 
the whole Citie of /ersſalem, by a Synechdche ; ſometimes it was. 
taken for the place of Gods worſhip in the Holy Citie, or rather 
with reference to his Worlhip and prefence there: for that Citic 
being the Capitall Citie cf the Kingdome, where Thrones were ſet 
for judgement, wasalſothe ſpeciall place which God choſe to place. 
hisname in: there were the Altars placed for Gods worſhip, and 
thither the Tribes Went up to worſhip, becauſe there God pleaſed to 
manifeſt his more ſpeciall preſence, and to command the bleſiing for 


 evermore. Thither thercfore theſe returning Captives repaired, cyen 


unto Zion, the Watch Tomre, as Saint Jerome interprets it, whence 
God in ſpeciall manner watched oyer bis people, for Good: there 
they ſecke his face,and enquire of him, before they preſume to enter 

Covenant with him. | 
Now, their addrefle to this place, is ſet forth in this Text, by #«- 
king the way to Zion. The word bg though it ſometimes im- 
port the demanding of athing which is a point of juſtice or cquitie 
to give, (as Gen, 34- 14-) yet 1s it uſually applyed to note the ſeek- 
ing of ſome thing by humble prayers and 1ntreaties: ſo as it is not ſel- 
dome put for prayer it ſelfe, 2 Chrox.20. 4. and ſometimes for an car- 
neſt and humble cnquirie after ſorhe thing wee know not, (N »m. 27. 
21, Dent 13. 14.) that wee may bee directed aright, and purſue the 
direQion with cfte& : ſo here, They a5ke the Way to Zion, and that 
of God, notonely to ſecke of him a right way for them by faſting and 
and prayer, Ezx4 8.21. but,as refolying to walke in it, and to appeare 
before God in Zion, For,ſo much is intended here, as is expreſſed more 
fully in 1/ay 2. 2,3. fic. 4.1,2. where they not onely call on cach o- 
ther to undertake, but they alſo performe the journey,going wp to the 
mountaine of the Lord.So the Prophet Zachary, the inhabitants of one 
{ itie ſhall goe to another, ſaying, Let mm goe ſpecdily to pray before the 
Lord, and to ſeeks the Lord of Hoſts, &c, And how goe they ? not 
proudly, but inall humilitic, yea,. (as.in the verſe before my Text) 
| even 
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cyen with weeping, that is, with deepe humiliation and godly ſorrow -2- H this 
for all thoſe ſinnes whereby they had formerly broken his covenant, *9 #* 4. 

* and for which hee had entredupon the forfeiture, and laid thoſe hea- 

vy afflitions upon their Loines. 1 he very ſame thing was foretold 

before (toſhew the neceſlitic of the dutie) touching Iſrael. Ter. 31. 

9. They ſhall come With weeping, and with ſupplications will [ leade them. 

So then, this is the firſt thing to diſpoſe and prepare men for the Co- s 

venant ; namely, to aske the way to Zion, by a ſerious, humble, affeRi- A 

onate inquiring, and ſeeking after God in his Ordinances, even with 

many prayers and teares,that he would be pleaſed to accept them. 

Secondly, the manner of their addrefle is as neceflary as the for- 2. In regard of 
mer. Itis not every marver that will ſerve their turne.. It mult bee OG. 
done with all itention of ſpirit in regard of themſelyes, and with , yr 1... 
fervent Charitie towards others. - For, they muſt aske the way to ::9n of tpiric. 
Zion with their faces thitherward, ſaying, C ome. *ixing Nxg" 

Their intention and fervency of ſpirit wherewith they ſet upon this TS 
worke, is ſet forth under that Hebraiſme of asking the way to Zion «# 5 mais. 
With their faces thither ward. This phraſe is uſually an expreſlion of ———_ _ 
the greateſt intention, fervency, and contention of mind thatcanbee, ,g; hither. 
1m the purſuit of any buſinefſe on foot, or ofany way wherein a man and thither, 
isgoing. Sucha phraſe you have in Zxke 9. 51, where it 1s faid of zndgoe about 
Cluiſt, chat hee ftedfaſtly ſet his face to goe to Hieruſalew, or, as if hee their villages 
wonld goe ts Hieruſalem : tor which cauſe the Samaritanes Would -_ = vom, 
wot receive him, verl, 53. that is, they would not cntertaine him with «uc. 9, 
any reſpe&,becaule, that ftedfaſt ſerting of his fuce towards Ierafalem 
* manifeſted, by his very countenance and aſpe; that, where ever his 
body washis heart wasat Hicruſalem (which the Samaritanes could 
not brooke) and that nothing in the world could take him off from 
that journey, oro farre prevaile with him, as to make him linger, 
or loyter ; no entreaties, feare, ſhame, nor any thing could ſtay him, 
but ebſtinata &- imperterrita mente locum petiit as it 1s exprolt by Bede. 

Hee wasno way afraid, or aſhamed tobe ſeene and knowne whither: 
he was bound,and what he was going about. 

When therefore it is ſaid, they ſhall aske the way to Zion With their. 2 
faces thitherward, the thing meant thereby, 1s, that they. thall 
ſet upon this worke with their whole heart, with their whole man, _ 
without any feare, ſhame , or unwillingneſſe to owne- the buſt- 
nefle:they ſhall do it thoroughly and atteQionately without wavering, 

C 3 lingring, 
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2. Bow :bjs is lingring,halting : they ſhall doe it boldly, prefently, openly, indefa- 


ts 6: 007, 


tizably and continually. In a word, whatſoever can bee. ſaid), or 
thought to ſet forth the utmoſt intention of a mans Spirit in any 
worke that his heart is moſt ſet upon, and that hee wontd lay out his 
life and all hee hath for the accompliſhment- of 1t ; that was the re- 
ſolution, and care of theſe people. and muſt bee ours: this is to aske 
the way to Zion with owr faces thitherward. And without this, no 


entring into Coyenant with GoJ, This is, for ſubſtance no other - 


(thouga otherwiſe expreſſed) than that of the people in Afa his 
time, when they ſware the Covenant before mentioned, 2 Chront- 
cles 15, whereit is ſaid, they did it With all their heart, and With all 
their ſonte, and expreſt it by the /ondreſſe of their voices, and with 
ſhontings, &c. reoycing at the Oath, becauſe they had ſworne with all 
their hearts, and ſonght him With their whole d:fire, verſ, 15. Men 
that vill ſtand diſputing, confalting with Reſh and blood, and ca- 


 ftingabout how theentring into ſuch 4 Covenant may: conlift with 


2 With chazi- 
tie toiyards 
others, 


their profits, pleaſures, lalts, deſignes,&c. are no fit Covenamers 
for God. His people ſhall bee willing, Pſal. 110. 3. their heart, mind, 
ſpirit, body, countenance, all, ſhall profeſle, and proclaime this to 
the whole world, that they are for God, for a Covenant, for puttin 
themſelves into the-ſtrongeft-bonds that can poſſibly bee thonght 
on, tobind them hand and foote,ſoule and body to the Eord for eyer. 

2, Nor is this all For, the menin my Text, content not them- 
ſelves to be thus carneſtly addicted to the worke in their owne per- 
ſons; but, (as one ſticke kindles another ) they. deſire to raiſe the 
fame flame of affeion in others alſo, and mutually to blow up 
the Coales1n one another, /ay:img, Come. 

This notes the fervency of their Charirie towards others, For, 
*tisnot here a formalitie, or complement, but the evidence of a ſtrong 
deſire to draw as many as they can to the ſame journey, and (if it bee 
poſſible) to keepe the ſame pace with them, as being moſt unwil- 
ling to leave any behind them. This indeede is trus Love, unfai- 
ned Charitic, to draw all wee can along with us unto God. Trae 
Converts, when once they returne themſclves, They cauſe others ro 
returnealfo. And this was often propheſied as a thing which ſhonld 
certainely bee : Witneſfle, T/ay 2. Mic. 4. and Zach. 8. before quoted. 
So then, all theſe things are requilite, and previous to the At of Co- 
venanting with God. A ſccking te God with true Humiliation, a 

ſecking 


a 
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ſeeking of him with all intention of ſpirit, and with all manifeſtations % Ho » ibs #4 
of a reſclutionnot to bee terrified from, daunted at, or aſhamedof ® **- 9: 
the worke : yea, with fervent Charitie to draw others into the ſame 

Covenant alſo, Thus much for the diſpoſition preparatory to the 


Covenant. 
2. Thenext thing is the S#b/Ance of the Covenant. Let #s ioyme owr | , cg 


ſelves to the Lord in a Covenant, afaie Chas 
Two things here muſt bee opzned ; the matter, and the formeof nant, 

this folemne action. Both in rc 
ſp:t 


1. The matterof it is ſet forth under this expreſſion, Let us 5oyne Po)... 

our ſelves to Lord. The originall word 71) (from 7, isvery em- 0 OE 
phaticall ; fo as the word being explained, will ſutficiently ſet out be- 
tore you'the nature of the Covenant here intended. Somme Tranfla- 
tors render it, Let us glue onr ſelves untothe Lord, which importsa 
conjunction fo neare, as nothing can come betweene ; and 19 firme, 

as nothing can diflolve. But the Verbe here uſed is in Scriptare 
-more uſually applyed to denote two things; both of which being ſet 
together, willfully diſcover whatit is 'to bee #oyned to the Lord wn 
Covenant, 

Firſt, it fignifieth the binding of a mans ſelfe to:the Vſurer, of 

whom hee hath borrowed money, to pay both in principall and in- 
«tereſt. Soit isuſedin Nehem.3.4. where the people complaine, Wee 

havs borrowed money, * for the Kings tribute, and that upon our Lunds 02mm 

. 4 - as 7 X M3 ag 1 

and Vineyar's, That is, they had engaged both Lands and Vine- 

yards for ſecuritic of the' money borrowed, foas the Vſurer might 

enter upon all, in caſe they failed of Payment at the day. So that, 

as men, to make ſure, will have a Statute Staple,or a Recogniſance in 

the nature of a Statmte Staple, acknowledged, whereby a mans per- 

ſon, goods, lands, and all, are bound for the ſecuritie of the Creditors 

principall and intereſt, verifying that of Salomon * The borrower #4 « Proy.a17, 
ſervant to the lender : tor, hee hathnothing leftto his owne difpole ; 

ifhee would fellany land, ſettle any joyncture, 'there is a Srarnte up- 

on it, hee can diſpoſe of nothing tillthat bee taken off; *So it is inthe 

caſe of any man joyning himſclte to the Lord by Covenant, 

muſt even bind himſfelfe to God as firmely and fully,. as the 

poore borrower who for his neceilitie taketh up money, binds him- 

ſelfe tothe Viurer. If Cod lend him any mercy, and bleſling,. hee 


binds himſelte to reſtore not onely the principall (the bkefling it _ 
| when 
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| 2.Howthi þ "when God [hall call call for it ; but eventhe intereſt too; T meaneall 


flible homage, ſervice , and honour which becomes thoſe who . 
_ received ſo great a benefit. , 

Thisis more than implyed in that parable of our Saviour touct:- 
ing the talents diſpenſed ; 2farth.25. 27. for eyen to him who had 
reccived but one talent, was it ſaid, Thox owghteſt to have pit my mo- 
ney 19 the Exchangers, that at my comming / might have received mine 
oWne With uſury. So God lookes for ſome intereſt, for every mercy ; 
and expats a Statnte £taple, that is, a Covenant, for his better ſeou- 
ritie. God will have every man bonnd to him, in ſoule,body, eſtate,life 
andall; fo asall hee is, and hath, ſhall be forfeited, ifhee doe not keepe 
touch, and make payment according to the agreement and Ceye- 
nant made betweene them. This is the firſt uſe of the word, Ns/vs. 

Secondly, there is yet more in it. For, though it bee true that the 
obligation of a borrower to the Vſurer be as ſtrong as bonds and Sta- 
tutes can make it ;- yet, there is not ſuch an entire, everlaſting tye of 
the borrower to the Lender, nor ſuch a thorough intereſt in the 
whole eſtate of the Y ſurer thereby, as there is of him that js in 
Coyenant with God. The Vſurer, though hee bind the poore bor- 
rower faſt, yet hee keepes him at diſtance, not giving him intereſt 


in, oruſe of any other part of his eſtate, but onely of the ſamme 


borrowed. But now this joyning of our ſelves to the Lord,is ſuch, as is 
made by mzarriage,and binds usunto him for ever ; but withall, it is a 
bleſſed knot, for it gives us intereſt in all that the Lord is, and hath, 
and admits us to the participation of the moſt intimate, neereſt, 
choyſeſt expreſſions of the deereſt Love of God in a ſpirituall manner, 
which 1s or can bee found betweene the husband and the wife, 
oo are joyned together by the bond of marriage , and made one 
C1 
So the word is uſed, Gey. 29. 34. where Leah, being delivered of 
ber third ſonne, Levi, thus faith to the women about her, Now 
this time Will my huchand bee joyned * unto mee, becauſe I have 
borne him three ſonnes, That is, now ſhall my husband bee more 
arly united to mee in all love, and in all demonſtrations of it, and 
that in the moſt free, full, and intimate way of expreſlion that poflibly 
_— betweene thoſe whoare coupled together in ſo neere a re- 
tion. 
So then, lay both theſe together, and you haye a cleare view of 
| this 
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this joyning of our ſelves to the Lord by Covenant, He that enters in- 2. How this 4 


to Covenant with God, dothnot onely bind himſelfe, as the needy 
borrower to the Covetous Vſurer, fora time ; but, as the Wife tothe 
Huihand, to be Wholly bu for ever, without any reſervation, limita- 
tion, or termination, till death diflolye the bond. As the wife hath 
intereſt in the goods,cſtate, and perſon of the husband ; and all that 
hee hath is hers: ſo by this joyning of eur ſelves to the Lord, Hee be- 
comes ours, as well as wee become his, and both are mutually con- 
Joyned to cachother by an indiffoluble bond for cyer. All the pow- 
cr, wiſedome, goodneſle, mercy, grace, glory, that the great God 
hathto communicate to the creature, is now aſſured and made over 
to every ſoule that thus engageth himſelfe unto him. And on the 0- 
ther ſide, all the wit, firength, induſtry, wealth, honour, friends, 
life,and all that this man hath, hee makes over, and refignes up a&tu- 
ally, totally, abſolutely, and for ever unto the Lord, to ſerve and 
honour him withall; _ and that with all his heart, and with his 


whole deſire ; to have.nothing, to doe nothing, to bee nothing * 


but for the Lord, though all the world be againſt him for it, This 
I fake to bee the full latitude of the Covenant, for the Matter 
of it. , | 
- 2, Tonching the forme of this At of joyning ewr ſelves to the 
Lorditis expreſſed in the word AYN2 the Covenant. A Covenant 
1*nothing elſe but an agreement or bargaine betweene two or moc 
perſons, and ratified (ordinarily ) by ſome externall ſolemnitie, or 
rites that may teſtific and declare the agreement, whereby it be- 
comes unalterable. Therefore it is, that among the varictic of rati- 
fications of Coyenants mentioned in Scripture, ſtill there is ſome- 
what of outward ſolemnitie reported to have beene uſed at the mak- 
ing of them,to ſtrike the- bargaine thorough. 
Sometimes they were made by 4 acrifice, Pſalme 50. 5. ſometimes 
by Oath, Dent.'29. ſometimes by an Onth, and acarſe, Neh. 10. 29. 
ſometimes by /#b/cription of their hands, fometimes by ſealing it 
with their ſeales alio; ſometimes by all theſe, and by what cyer clſe 
might moſt firmely and inviolably knit men unto God. And as it 


was then, ſo mult it bee ſtill. To firike a Covenant, ts not, in a pri- - 
wvate or pnblike prayer onely, to goe to God and fay, 'Lord [ will bee © 


thine, [ hcre enter into a (ovenant with thee, be thou a witneſſe of it ec. 
but its, toſtand and make it prblignely before the Lord, by fome 
| OG ſpeciall 
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18 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt, 
2.How this 8 ſpeciall folenenitie that may witzeſſe it toall the world, as 1ofrah, * Aa 
t _ re, and allthe godlyever did; (even as in entring into bonds, or as in 
' *512:34-37 olemnizing of matrimony, men uſe to doe, ) Whether by the Sa- 
crament of tae Lords Smpper, by faſting, or by ought clſe, whereby 
they may become 1o firmely and arty joyned tothe Lord, that they 
may not onely bee no longer ſ#i j#r#5 to depart away from th: living 
God ; but, not ſo much zs to {itlooſe from God, ortoſtand in any 


termes of indiftexency, which might leave them at ltbertie to ſerve, 


ornot to ſerve God in anydutie, how difficult, or dangerous ſoever. 
| And thus have you the ſubſtance of the Covenant opened, 
2-Theprop-r- 3+ Take wee now a ſhort view of the - 4 of this. Covenant, 
tics of the Co- and they are two ; perpetuitie and heedfulneſſe. 
venznt,which 1, Jt muſt bee aneverlaſting Covenant, in regard of continuance. 
are two. In the Originall it 1s mp RANA 4 Copenarnt of A [ges. And the 72In- 
I, Ic mult be . i. "i_g" 
exerlafiing for 7Epreters render it toto the ſame purpoſe, Newt aidy©;, that ts, ſuch 
continuance, a Covenant asno time ſhall terminate, till they who make it ceaſe to 


him in the due celebration of his Legall worſhip , ſo long as hee 


ſhould continue it in his Church, (which was, till Sh:/oþ came ) 
without thoſe mixtures, wherein formerly they had beene too bold, 


and for which God hath ſpewed them ont of his Church, and hurled 


them as farre as Babylon. Others conceive it to bee meant of the 
{avenant of Grace that Cod had ſealed to them in the bloud of his 


Sonne. But, neither of theſe are full. For, it is clearely meant of an 
AF of theirs towards God, whereby they bind themſelves to him, 
and that not for a definite time onely,but for ever. 

It is fucha binding, as that of the borrower to the Viſurer, whom 
nothing can fatisfic but full payment. Orrather, ſuch a cloſing with 
God, as1s that of the wife to the husband, called, in particular re- 
ference to the nuptiall knot, the Covenant of ber God, Proverbs 2. 
17- Shee muſt be his for ever ; that is, /o Jong as ſhee liveth, Rom 7. 
Sothat for men to bind themſelyes by an everlaſting Covenant to 


the Lord, is to bind themſelves nzver to ſtep out from him to 


Idols, to their baſe luſts, to any creature, in any ſtrait, upon any oc- 
caſion , or tentation whatſoeyer ; nor, with the dogge, to returne 
any more to their yomit of any kinde. They are in Covenant as the 
_ tothe husband ; for they are married xnte the Lord for ever, 
 Hloſe2. 


2, It 


bee. Some underſtand this of engaging themſclves to ſticke cloſe to 
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2. It muſtbec heededand minded; elfe, it will bee to ſmall pure 2. How this @ © 
poſe to bee ſo /aſting. It mult bee a Covenant that ſhall not bee '0 #* dow, 
forgotten, CH—_ 
«A Covenant, q#od xon tradetar oblivious ; as Tremellins well : that ng; forgortet 
Is, that ſhall not be caſf behind their backes, Tt is but a plaine mocke- | 
ry for men ſotoenter Covenant with God, as z oung Gallants en- 
terinto bonds to the Vſurer, nzver thinking more of them, till the 
day of payment be paſt , and the Sergeant ready to attach them. Y#- 
to the wicked ſaith God, What haſt thog to doe to take my Covenant in- 
tothy month, ſeeing thou caſteſt my words bebind thee? Palme 50. 
Onely they rightly performe this dutie, who ſo joyne themſelves to 
' the Lordas to remember and minde the of ligation they have ſealed. As a 
poore man that meancs honeſtly, if hee be neceſſitated to take up mo- 
ney upon his bond, hee can hardly eate, walke, ſleepe, doe any thing, 
be in any company, but that ſtill his minde runs upon the obligation 
and day of payment : hee complaines hee is in debt, hee hath given 
bond for ſo much money, andall his care is how to pay his debts, or 
to get longer time ; ſoit is with a Godly man that hath entred. Co- 
venant with the Lord, he hath ſcaled a bend, and hee knowes it muſt 
be ſatisfied, or it willbe pat in ſuit. Therefore hee beares it in minde, 
hee isalwayes caſting about how hee may performe, and keepe touch 
with God, 1 Will will never forget thy precepts, ſaith David, I have in- 
clined mine heart to performe thy Statutes alwayes, eves unto the end, 
Pfal.119.1 I 2. This is one cxpreſlion. | 
Againe, It is a Coyenant to bee remembred, as that of the wife, 
whereby ſhee ſtands bormd to her þsband:; ſhe muſt ever remember 
it. It is the note of an Harlot to forget the Covenant of her God, 
The chaſte wife will ſo r-wzember the marriage bond, that if ſhee be 
ſolicited to unfaithfulnefle, to uncleanneſſe, &c. ſhee ever hath this 
in her thoughts,that ſhe hath given her ſelfe wholly away to an huf- 
band, and is bound to keep her onely unto him during life; and this 
makes her to' bee even an impregnable wall againſt all affaults that 
might otherwiſe draw her to folly. So mult it be in the caſe in hand: 
The Covenant muſt ſtill be in the heart, and in the memory. Incvery 
ation of a mans life, in every paſſage and turning of his eſtate 'and 
condition,in every deſigne or engagement, thi mult xot be forgotten ; 
yiz. © I have entred into Covenant with God, as a wife with her 


« husband ; will that I am new doing, or going about, ſtand with 
D 3 « my 
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The firſt Sermon,at the late Faſt, 


| 2 Howtha & my Coyenant? 1s this to performe Covenant with God? &c. If 


hee be ſolicited to-uncleanneſle, to fraud, oppreſſion, any evill what- 
foever, this till runs in his minde, There is a Covenant betweene mee 


and the Lord, Iam bound from ſuch courſesby the ſtrongeſt bongs ; 


How. then can 1 commit this great wickedneſſe, and fine againſt 
Goa? 

What was it for which [ndab, and 1/-ael became Captives, but 
the breach of the Covenant ? They kept not the Covenant of God, faith 
the Pſalmiſt. And,how ſo? becauſe they did wot remember it. As they 
ſeone forgot hu workes, ſoit wasnot long ere they forgot God their Sa- 
viexr himſelte too, and then no- marvaile, if, at the next ont, they 
forgot his / ovenant alſo, P/al. 106. Hee then, that wonld not breaks 
Covenant, muſt »ot forget it ; but mind, and performe it. Ctherwiſe, 
it is like voWing wnto God, and not paying, whichis worle than nor to 
vow at all. | 

] hus have diſpatcht the Second gererall, the nadir, and ſhewed 
you hoW and i» What manner this Covenant mult be ſtriken : firſt, in 
regard of the diſpoſition and preparation of the Soule unto it, it muſt 
be with /erio:a ſeeking the face of God and humbling the foule before 
hand ; it muſt be _ all intention and earneftneſſe, with fervent Love 
and charitie to draw others the ſame way. Next, in regard of the 
Eovenant it ſelfe, it muſtbe an af and firme joyning and binding our 
ſelves tothe Lord, as of the borroWer to the Lenatr ; of the wife to the 
hucband; and that by ſcme {olemne Af, which' may teſtifie it to all 
the world, and be a »izneſſe againſt us, if wee keepe it not. *Andall 


_ this,thirdly for proper:ies,muſt be of everlaſting continuance, and had in 


continual remenwbrance,{o it may be continually performed of all that 
make it, | | 

3+ Iprocced to the third and laſt branch, the 4:57, the Groynas and 
reaſons Why, upon reccit of any deliverance, but more eſpecially from 


Babylon, people ſhould enter into fuch a covenant with God, And . 


theſe reſpeR deliyerances cither in generator from Babylon in ſpecial. 
1. Thereaſons why this mult be done, upon «v7 deliverance, in ge- 


| x. God at ſuch nctall,are theſe. 


I.. Becauſe God, at no time ſo much as when hee beſtowes upon 
his people ſome notable deliverance, gives ſuch clecre hints and de- 
monſtrations of his willingneſfle to ſtrike an cycrlaſting Covenant 
with them.. No ſooner had the Lord delivered 1fracl out of Egypt, 

| ut 
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but within 3. Months after, he commanded Moſes to tell the peo- ' #73,/0: ary * 
ple from him ; Te have ſcene what { did unto the Egyptians; and how I CY 
bare you on Eagles Wings,and brought you out unto my ſelfe, NoW there- * 2 
foreif je will obey my vonce and keepe my Covenant, then yee ſhall bee a 
peculiar treaſure unto me above all people, Exod. 19, 1. and verſe 4, 5+ 
Cod himſelte, you ſee was now earneſt for a Covenant, 

It is the nature of God, where hee beſtowes one benefit, to adde 


moe, and till torife in his bleſſings. Where hee once opens his hand 


to take a people into hisproteion, hee opens his heart to take them 


into his boſomze. Where he puts forth his pow:r to reſcuea people, hee 
puts out his heart to make them h# oWne, if then they haye cyes to 
diſcerne the opportunitie. See this moſt excellently demonſtrated 
ler.32. from ver.37.to the 42. E.is gathering them from their Cap- 
rivitie,firlt warmes, then melts, and after inflames his heart towards 
them,making iteventhen toglow as it were upon them, and tobe- 
come reltlefle till he have beltowed himſelfe wholly on them by ſo- 
lemne Covenant to be their God for ever. 

Now then, ſhall God, at ſuch a time, bee fo willing and deſirous 
tocnter Covenant with men, and ſhall they thinke it too much for 
them tobe in Covenant with him ? Shall hee be faſt bound to them, 
and they left free to ſit looſe from him? Indeed, this is that which 
our corrupt nature would willingly haye : people. would faine. bee 
their owne mens which yet in truth, is, to bee the greateſt ſlaves, 
Neceflary therefore it is for men, upon receipt of ay deliverance, to 
renew Covenant with God whois pleaſed to honour them ſo farre, 


- astohbe in Covenant with them. For, theſe two are relatives, and 


cyer goe together, 1 Will be their God, and they ſuall be my people. God 
is not the God of any people but of his owne Covenant-Seryants. 
The reſt, he ſtiles, L 0-ammi, Hol. 1.9. for yee are not my people, (aith 
he,and 1 Will be not your God. They will not enter into Covenant with be 
me, and I will make no Covenant with them. That. is the firſt rea- 
ſon. 6. 6 
2. AsGod is pleaſed to enter into Covenant with his people, fois » Gof'is con- 
hee firſt in the Covenant, God requires no man to binde himſclfe ——_— 
by Covenant to Him, till the Lord firſt ſtrike a Covenant. with his 
Soule. As Wee love hims, becauſe hee loved us firſt; fo wee cnterinto 
Covenant with him, becauſc he firſt entreth into Coyenant with us. 
1 will be their God, hee is fuſt _ and ſcales firſt ; and then, and 

| 3 | not 
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27 i: ſt; not till then, it followes; they ſhall be my people. This is the conſtant 
th-yeucial. tenor of the Covenant. And ſhall hee begin, and wee thinke much 
to follow ? Can there be a marriage conſummated where onely the 
man is firſt married to the woman, and the woman will not after, 
for her part, bee married to the man? Now, God no way fo much 
declareshis willingneſſe tobe in Covenant, and to bee fir/# in 1t, as 
by deliverances (as wee ſhall ſee more in the next reaſon: ) great 
reaſon therefore, men ſhould then ſecond him by mutuall [tipula- 
tion. It is an hard caſe, when men will not follow, where God 

| leades. 
wo EY 3- In dcliverances God more eſpecially manifeſteth his fidelitio 
morec ſ{echlly in keeping Covenant with his people, even when they have bro- 
manifelteth his kezys Covenant with him, and forfeited all into his hands. When God 
Kdelirie in the delivers a people out of any ſtraite , doth not that uſually ſuppoſe 
ns Ceve- ſome folly of theirs going before, and provoking him to caſt them 
DCaln0b. —_ affliction ; whence, upon their cry, hee is pleaſed to deliver 
And when they have 15 farre and fo long broken the Lawes, and 
contemned the counſell of the moſt high, and dea/t unfaithfully in his 
Covenant, as that he hath been even compelled to throw them into 
darkneſſe and the ſhadoW of death; y et if then, upon their humiliation, 
hee be pleafed to deliver them ont of all their diftreſſes; this is to give 
them freſh experience of his infinite loye in Xeeping Covenant and 
mercy with them, that kept no Covenant with him. This is called 
a remembring of hts Covenant with his people, after that their wncir- 
Levit.26.4t cornciſed bearts be aumbled, and that they accept of the puniſhment of 
_t their ir3quitie, when God ſhould have caſt them out of theirland, a- 
mong thetr enemies, as afterwards he did. So that, ina deliverance, 


that which is moſt predominate in God, and ſhould bee moſt ſweet | 


and pretious to his people and moſt eyed by them, is his fidelitic, 

mercy, and unchangeable Love in bringing out that Covenant hee 

 ®» once made with them, and ſpreading it before himſclfe, and making 

ofit good, even when they could not expett it, nor durſt to plead it. 

Jer.31.20 Hence that paſfionate ſpeech of God to rebellious Ephraim. Is E- 
"*. phraimmy dare ſoune ? the a pleaſant child? As if hee ſhould have 

faid, ſurely hee cannot conclude fo; yet, my love, by vertue of the 

ancient Covenant betweene ns, makes me ſtill fo to account him ; 

witnefie that which folowes; for fince I ſpake againſt him, (that is, 

as 


t Aran oh roony 
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as reſolving to caſt him off for eyer) 7 remember him ſtil, (1 rememn- 3 Hy # a fo, 
berTamin Covenant 1with him,) therefore my bowels are troubled for * ib gencrath | 
him, | will ſurely have mercy upon him,ſaith the Lord : 1hns, deliverance 

is a thread drawns out of the bowells of his Covenant. Great reaſon 

therefore that, in this caſe, his people ſhould thinke of renewing 

their league and Covenant with the Lord on th:ir parts, when they 

| have ſo thametully broken it, and yet hee goes on in ſo much mercy 

Ei to manifeſt his fidelitie in remembring and keeping the Covenant on 

his part,by giving them deliverance. 

Againe, fourthly and laſtly, All our hopes of a full deliverance, of #4. 
compleat happineſle, will bee delayed, if not fruſtrate ; and, the next N complete 
deliverance will ſtick in the birth, and. want ſtrength to bring forth, — _ 
if wee come not up toa Covenant for deliverances already received. \iyout hl Co. 
If God have delivered us once, he will doe it no more: or if hee doe vcninc, 
ſomewhat, to hold us up by the chin that wee ſinke not, yet will hee 
hold us downe from the throne, that we reigne not, till we come up 
atually and fully in this point of Covenanting with him. It is onely 
to thoſe that take hold of his Covenant, that A gives an everlaſting 
name Which ſhall not be cut off, [{a. 56. 4,5. 

Hee that bath obtained moſt and greateſt deliverances, will ere 
long, ſtand inneed of more. Now, one thing is neceflary to draw 
downe more,and tomovye God to command (further ) deliverances for 
Taceb ; yea,to powre out his whole boſome into the laps of his peo- 
ple, and to crowne alldeliverances and bleſlings received, with this 
aſſurance;that he that hath delivered, will yet againe deliver ; and that 
z, to enter into a ſokmne Covenant with the Lord, upon conlidera- 
tion of what he hath done already, how ever hee ſhould pleaſe to 
deale with us for the fture, or for removing any preſent preſſures 
that lye upon us. Although God begin to deliver, yet hee will never $ « 74de. yy 
perfed the deliverance, till this be done. The people which retur- from verſ. g, 
ned from Babylon, found God to keepe touch with them, to a day. ** verl 17, 

So ſoone as the 70.ycares determined, their captivitie was diflolved, 

and ſomewhat was done, the foundation of the Lords houſe was laid, . 

but the building went flowly up, the reformation of Church and 

State went heavily on; and, they were never in a thriving condi- 

tion, till Nehemiah, by the good hand of God, lighted upon this 

courſe. Some Faſts they had kept betcre, yea very many ; but they | 

never thrived, till hee added to their publique and — Fa- 2 
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| g Why ##ſo, ſting, the faſtening of them to God by a fo/emne Covenant. Then;the 


worke of Reformation, and eſtabliſhment, went on .merrily, then 
they preſpered. Thus farre the Reaſons concluding for a Covenant, 
upon reccipt of deliverances in general. = 

2. The Reaſons inducing us thereunto, upon deliverance from 
Babyloy in particular arc theſe. RE 

1+ Becauſe Babylon (after once the Church was put under her 
power) had alwayes beene the moſt infolent, heavy, bitter, bloody 
enemy that ever the Church felt, The violence of Bab1/o» was un- 
ſapportable, her inſolency intolerable, her blood-thirſtineſle infati- 
able. Hence the Church is bold to challenge all the world to match 
her miſery under the yoke of Babylon; Behold, aud ſee, if there bee 
any ſorroW like unto my ſorroW, whereWith the Lord hath afflitted nee, 
(that is, by the heavie hand of Babylon) i» the day of his fierce Wrath, 
Lam.1.12. | | 

This was ſo ſore, that it hath beene by ſome Fathers, and others, 
conceived to be the fulleſt and moſt lively typicall expreflion of that 
matchleſle agony and extremity which our Lord himſelfe ( hangin 
upon the Croſſe) ſuſtained, when he bare all our ſinnes, and the —_ 
of God due to us for them, ſo farre as to make a full ſatisfaRtion to 
the Inſtice of his Father, in behalfe of all his people. 

And,as it was with old Babylon, ſoit isnow, and ever will be with 
the new, (1 meane, myſticall Babylon) to the end of the world; 
might ſhe- ſolong continue, Even ſhe alſo delights in no other drinke 
but the blond of the Saints, as you ſhall finde in Rev. 17. 5- where 
the very name writtenupon her forchead ſufficiently ſets out her na-- 
ture; Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of harlots and abomi- 
nations of the earth. And, what of her ? 1 /aW, ſaith S. Tohn,the woman 
drunken With the bloud of the Saints, and With the blend of the Mar- 
tyrs of Teſs : and when I ſaw her, IWondred With great admiration,v.6. 
And wellhe might. A woman,and dranke | And, if drunke, would no 
liquor ſuffice, but 5/o#d ! no blowd, but that of Saints and Martyrs ! 
She isnever in her element, but when ſhee is ſwimming inbloud. So 
inſatiable is ſhe, that like the horſe-leeches daughter, ſhee never ſaith, 
it venough. = 

Therefore, when God gives any deliverance from thence ; there 
ismore then ordinary cauſe to cloſe with the Lord, in a more ſolemne 
and extraordinary manner, giving him the praiſe and glory of ſo: 

| grcat 
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grcat 4inercy, But.then more eſpecially, when. God iyorkes out the 3. ty; 4/6, . 
full deliverance of his. Church, by Caged and finall ruige of 3451/02. in Gaal : 
Ohthen, thenis the time; when all: the; people in heaven . mult fing — 
Hallelniah ; aſcribing, ſalvation, and bonenr, and power unts the.Loxd 
oxr God, Rev.19.l. Andagaine, Hall lniahverle 3. as if they could ne- 
yer ſatficiently expreſſe themſelvestoGod far ſuch a deliverance,ſuch 
a mercy; ſucha vengeange.:. /; fi 4s RE RET | 

2. Againe. When God delivercth from Babylen, there is more 4.5uch a deli. 
than ordinary cauſe of cntring into ſolemne Covenant with him, be= verance ime | 
cauſe the very ſubjeRting of the Godly under that iron yoke, argues Plics more 
moxe than ordinary breach of Covenant with the Lord im tine paſt, j'e" _— 
which ſticred himup to deale, fo ſharpely with them as toput. them yenane on 00 
under:the power of Z@14ox;; This. Proyocation was excceding great, parts,for which 
too much to be endured even by mfinite Patience it ſelfe ; clic, the God former. 

eple of God had neyer'becne caſt into ſuch a furnace. It was for ly on us undeg 
ſuch a fault as diffolyed the very marriage knot betweene- God and his '**® ? —_— 
people::.it was for going--whoring from him... For this it was, Fa 
Gad firſt put ove nl/rat , iving her- a\Bill.of divorce, Jer « 3* V.. Anc 
for thisit was, that hee afterwards caſt 1dah alſo out of his ſight, 3 
King.17.19,20. Andasit wasinformer times, fo in later Ages of 
the world. What was the reaſon that fo many millions of ſoules have 
beenc expoſed tothe butchery of Antichriſt; 1n Myſticall Bab3/on,.and 
. tobee ſohqod-winekt andiblinded by ffrong delmfions, as to belzeve 
nothing but lies; .cventhat Great, Great ſoul-lulling Lye, that they 
might be damned? S. P.az/tels us, it was this z They reveivednot the 
love of the truth that they might be ſaved, but had pleaſure in unrigh- 
tepnſneſſe, 2: Theſe 2, What anrighteouſneſſe? Is.it meant of. every 
unrighteoulneſle (that isintheinatureof it damnable) which is'to. be 
foundinthe world? Sarely.no-z but: (/g1azter;). of, that: aurighteouſe 
neſſe, whereby men rarned the iruth of God into. 4s Rom 1-..that is, 
by corrupting the true worſhip of the. true Godfand afterwards fal- 
lin - to down-right Idolatry, even within the-pales of the. Church 
Eiemm: ond lng hin ©: | NEE SW SHOE 43 he 
. © Meſtef youare.well{eene in the' Hiſtory of the Churchy and; can 
ſoone point. yorr finger to, the tines wherein. Babylon began. to.be- 
fiege Hieryſalem, and wherein Antichrit began to pull off his yiz- 
zard, in the Churches of Chrilt : even then, -when Pitares and [ma- = 
ges began firſt tobe ſet up: in Churches, for remembrance: then, for 
We ; 8 - Ss - ornament; 
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ernament ; then for infiruftiox too ; and at laſt, for «dbret:3n and wors- 
ſhip. Then,God ſuffered her to bee over-run,and over-ſpreadby Baby- 
len,as by an hideous epacums, or thicke darkneflc, .and to bee expoſed 
and proſtituted to all manner of domes and filthineſl: : fo as the - 
ſlavery of the Iewiſh Church in old Bebylen, was ſearce a fica-biting, 
in compariſon of the miſericsof the Church Chriſtian under the new, 
which makes havock and merchandiſe not of the bodies onely, but 
VEN of the ſoules of men, | 

| Now then,when God pleaſeth to rs people from ſuch bon- 
dage, and toawaken them eficAually to looke up, and to refleRt even 
with aſtoniſhment upon theſe great and paltly ſfinnes of theirs, - 
which had cur aſfunder the cords ofthe Covenant betweene God and 
their Soules, and provoked God to ſubje them to ſo much bon- 
dage; and that they muſt cither renew Covenant, to bee obnoxious 
to more wrath, and be Jaid open to more and greater temptations and 
finnes; thiscannot but exceedingly worke upon their ſoules, cauſing 
thcir hearts to melt, and their very bowelsto.yearne after the Lord, 
tocnter intoancw, aneverlaſting Covenant that ſball never bee for- 

otten, ts. hn = 

| Thisis that whichGod by his ſervant Exelge}, ſpake: touching the 
deportment ofthe remnant of 1/+ael,- which (ould eſcape the ſword 
among the nations and countries whither they had- beenc carried cap- 
tives, Ezek. 6.9. They ſhould, upen ſuch a deliverance, rewemwber 


God, nor onely with gricfe, but with reſolution alfoto joyne them- 


ſelves to him more firmely in a perpetuall Covenant. For, of them 
hee faith there ; they that eſcape f you ſoall remember mee among the 
#ations, becauſe-I am broken with their Whoriſh heart Which hath de- 


partedfrom me, and with their eyes which gee a whoring after their idols, 


and they ſhall loath themſelves for the evils which they have committed 
5n all their abowinations, And of the ſame people hee faithafterwads, 
*-that upon their returne home, They all rake away all the deteſta- 
ble things, and all the abominations thereof from thence. And 1 
will give them. one heart, andput a neW ſpirit within them, 1 will take 
awry the flowy heart ont of their fleſo, and give them an heart of fleſh, 
that they may walke inmy ſtatutes, and keepe mine ordinances, and doe 
them: and they frall bee my people, and 1 will bee their God, So that 
here is a fill Coyenant ſtriken, and that upon this ground : viz. the 
"Conſideration of thoſe great ſinnes they formerly committed, where- 


by 
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by "ay had broken their firſt Coycnant and departed from their £m | 
So farre the Reaſons, and grounds of this point ; I ſhall row as 
briefly asI can, endeavour tobringhome, and ſet on all by ſome Ap- 
plication, whichT ſhall reduceto 3. heads; -namely to matter of Re- Application 
proofe, Informationand Exhortation. For,if When God vonchſafeth any threefold, 
deliveraxce to hxs peoplegſpecially from Babylon, it bee molt ſeaſonable 
and neeeſſary to cloſe with him, by a more ſolemne,firme, and inviolable 
Covenantto be onely bu for ever: Then. = TE | 
x. How may thisreprove, and condemne ofgreat ingratitude and *: 77, of 86 
folly, many ſorts of men among us, that are farre from making any *'*F* 
ſich uſe of the deliverances which God hath wronght'for them? O 
beloved! Shonld I but give you a Catalogue of the many, great, ſtu- 
pendious, and eyen miraculous deliverances which God hath given 
us; the perſonall deliverances hee hath often given to cach of us a- . 
part; the publique, eminent, | mere deliverances' hee hath given ts 
us together with'the whole State;' thatin'$88: and that of 1605. I 
meane from the horrid helliſh G»»-powder-Treaſon ; but eſpecially, 
and aboye all the reſt, our happy deliverance out of Babylon by the 
bleſſed Reformationof Religion begun amongſtus, ſome good mum- 
ber of yearcSby palt ; the time would faile me. But-alas 1 What w/e: Of fore ſorts 
have wee made of them? Hath this »/e ever been ſ@ much as thought of men. 
of by us? Na verlly. For, l $4 134 1.7.0 od Vf pact Oftuch 
1- Some thinke it bootleſſe, thus to cloſe in with God, after an Do vba 
evill is over. When Gods hand is heavy upon them, ſenſe: of ſmart nane needfull 
compels them to thinke if then a fit ſeaſon to doe ſomewhat, tocon-in trouble, bur 
{elle their ſinzes,to humble themſelves,and-to ſeeke God: 1n their afs 29: after deli. 
flitions they Willfeeke me early, {aiththe Lord.” Bat ſo ſoone as hee 15.720 
takes his band off from them, they caſt all care:away, as if now (ac- — 
cording to that homely proyerbe) rhe devill were-dexd, and no further. 
uſe of any feare,or diligence, were to be once thought upon, till (with 
Pharaoh) they came-under a worſe plague than before ; and, asif 
Godhaddeliveredthem to no other end; butto live as they liſt; to caſt 
more'dang! in higfice; and'to diſhonourand provoke him' yet more 
thancyer before. / , | 
| T appeale to the conſciences of many who heare mce this day, 
andI requirethem from the Lord to witnefſe truly, whiether it bee | 
not cyenthus with them. If the plague knock at their:doore, if death 
2 19 Ez : x get 
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etinatthe window,andbegin to ſhake them. by the hand ; there is. 


then ſome apprehenſion of wrath and judgement, ſome humbling, 
ſome hankering after God, Then;Oh what would net theſe men dos, 
what would they not -promiſe, on condition to-bee delivered from 
their preſentanguiſh, andfeares ! But once deliverithem, ,apd God 
ſhall heare nomare oftliem, till they beein-the Jamey ar. worle-cale: 
againe They turne - Conenanters ?, Nayyleave that.to the Paritans, 
Fortheir parts, thay thinke. more of a Covenant with death and hell: 
for God ts not in all their thoughts. 


' Had there beenegupon the diſcovery of the Powder-Treaſon(which 


- this Honorable Aſlembly hath cauſe above- all others. to preſerye; 


eterrally-in feeſhiremembrance, -and to thinke motie ſorivuily what 
God lookes for at all your. hands upon” fach. 4 deliverance) had there. 
beenc, 1 ſay, nopoſhibilitic-of eſcaping that Blow, what would not | 
men haye then done !:Oh what prayers, what fxting, what bum ilj-- 


_ationſhoult:wee have feene 1-But, when the ſnare-wagonce broken, 


whatfollowed2 A:'Covenant with God ? Nothinglelie,; for;fo foonc 


asever the danger, thefearc, the amazement at ſuch-an helliſh pre- 
| jeR, andttheneereapproach tothe execution of it, was a little oyer; 


the. Traitors themſelves fell not deeper into the pit of deſtruRjon 


_ - which themſclveshad digged; than generally all forts of men did _in- 
- tothe gulfe oftheir old finnes, avifthey owed more to Hell, than to 
Heaven, for ſo great a deliverance. And, is it better now? Where is 


the Covenant (lucha Coyenant)-with God, that ſo wonderfull a de- 
liverance deſerveth, and requireth? - © ln © 

Theſe men may pleaſe themſelyes, and feed ſweetly upon a vaine 
dreame that there isno harme in all this ;; but the Apoſtle brings them 
in a/fad reckoning, after a chiding for it,Rowb-4, 5 What? 
faith hee, Deſpiſeft thow the Riches of bis goodntſſe, avid forbearance,and 
long ſuffering, not knowing that the £o0 e of God leadeth thee-to 
repentance > The cndof all Gods gooaneſſe 1n forbearipgs advancing , 
4.7 LY rp, and of his long ſuffering, in. ſpariag thee 
when thou haſt abuſed profperitie 3: and of alt hi.rherey; in delivetim 
thec ont of adyerſitic  is;ts lead thee to repentance; tordram theoneerer 
to Himſclfc, cvenin an everlaſting Covenant, And.if haye not this 
effe& on thee, the Apoſtle hath ſaid it, and the God: of Heaven will 
make jt good, that thox deſpiſeft the riches of his grodeſſe,c. 'Thou 
trampkitall mercics nadcr thine impure fecete, when they doc not 


raiſe 
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raiſeand ſeruo thoe upſonecreto thy God;as torenter'a folemne Co- 2: 77: 

vexant with bims And, what then? Thoi wilt not ftay-there, but *7 9/ 

fall into more {nne;: and under greater j2dgement; -and, after thy 

hardneſſe and impenitent heart, teeaſureſt up nntezby ſelfe wrath (that 

is,morg and more Wrath) againſt the: dey of 'mrath aud. tevelation' of 

nr iudpement of Gad. : Thisis the end of all who make not 

the Goodneſſe of God, a prevailing motive thus 29. ioxve' 2hemſibves to 

the Lord; they fall into-moe, and greater ſinnes;'and abominations ; 

and fo adde daily to that great. heape, and to! thoſe Seas of divine 

wah that hang, over ther heads, | to: overwhehne and. confound 

them for every” 2 os fig WOW TG 19239992 113. Loves! 

73+ Others, i after ſome time: of lying urider! the :weighof ma» = 2, 

ny preſſures of the. Churchand State, they arrive at ſome hopes and Of luch as ha- 

opporrunities of eaſing themſelves of thoſe-burdens and of freet & Ving meanes © 

the Land of the great Inſtruments of all their evils ;:they - canceit we ages 

ſhooghythat, if this be doncyallis done: f but. ſomeef'the. Nimwous (14 ©0008 

who. have. invedcd: their. Lawes; and Libartics, b6e\pullet downe, the way the in- 

(Which isaua@of Juſtice) how. doe' the Jdavy (whit doe dothing iiruments of | 

towards any reformation-of themſelves): rejoyce;; and promite to *** cvils. 

themſclves great matters 1 Novy.(thinke they} there: will be 'anend 

of all our myſerics, and we.ſhallſce galdan. dayes; i Jndgament fhalrun 595 5: 246 

downe-like Water sand righttoufnefſelikeraamight mel (016 10fion: 

; * Qh'Brathren 1'deceive hatyourſelyas-Lfthis-bdoiallyoutookaty 

16, uponopening this dvore:of 'Lppe, this' bee all you ayme at, to make 

uſe of the time to fecure your ſelyes, againſt opprefiors,' and never 

thinke of eloling with God.z:or, but thinke-of it 3\-ou noe 

farre in purſuit of yatr owne:defignes) in- providing /agaialt the ovels 

youfighunder ;:and,this Parliament may-doc-great;things-this-way.: 

Butlet mice tellyou from Goil;+ that this willneverdot thodeods, till 

the Covenant wee have beencall this while ſpeaking-of, be reſolved 

on, and ſolemnly entred into. by. all thoſe that cxpe& any-bleſling 

from tbat- High Afembly>. Nor :this, nor all: tbe Parltamerits|mn-the 

world ſhall ever be able to make us happy .inſuch, adegre at; leaſt as 

wedxpdA,-till-the-Lordjhath even gie<;! and-wwrriad-us.all unto | 

himſclfeby-mutuall Coyenant. - | oo op ir 9h 

_ - Itis not onely the making of good. Lawes:tp remove our preſent bo 

grigvances;;,n0, nox-theicytting downe of allthe: evil. Inſbruments in .- 

or Satg ar Chunk at ona blows Freaa:lecne. us-againls;ithe like, | 
. 3 ya 
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yea, worſeevils for the future ; but rather, as one waye followes an- 


other, ſo one miſchicfe will ſtill tread on the heeles of another, and 
greater plagues will ever crowd in after the former, till wee cloſe 
with God by ſuch a ſolemne Coyenant,or periſh by his wrath. 

The people of Paleſtine,or Philiſtia, made themſclyes marvellous 
merry, when any of the Goyernours or _ of 1ſrael,or Indah (ſuch 
as Sampſon, David, Vxxiah,e+c.) that had forely yoked and hampe- 
redthem, were removed by death, and others come in the roome 
that conld doe but little againſt them. When ſuch an one as Abaz, 
(who never wonne battaile of them. but ſtill went by the worſe) 


{wayed the Scepter; oh how joyfull were the Philiftines } But 


marke what a'damp God caſt in among them in the midlt of all their 
mirth ; Rejoyce not thou whole Paleſtina, becauſe the rod of him that 
ſmore thee is broken (that Y=xiah, and other Potent and ſacceſſefull 
Kingsare taken away,and weake unkappy e4haz. come in the roome) 


for out of the Serpents root ſhall come forth 4 Cockatrice, and his frat 
ſhall be a fiery flying Serpent. Abaz, (hall leave an Hezekiah behind 
him, that ſhall pay all his Fathers debts upon the Philiſtiner, and 


plague them yet more than all that went beforo him. 
And have not we ſeene this verified alſo neerer home? Have not 


\ ſome, informer times beene taken away, who have beene great Op- 


preflors, and Inftramenesof many fore preſſires? Andhow have men 
joycedattheirfals? Norknow I; why they ſhovld 'not,'if juſtice in 
a juſt way have cut them off; But alas! what good hath followed, or 
can be hoped for, fo long as. men contimte Philiftines, enemics to 
Godand his Church, Covesanters with Hell, rather than true {ovenax- 
ters with God? Whether is our Condition any whit better now than 
heretoforg whenthoſe Leviathaxs were alive,and ini theirheight?ap- 
peale toyourfelves,” And the reaſon of all is this, that men miſtake th 
meancsof Cure, orat leaſt ſhort of it. The cutting off of evill Doers 
(how neceſlary ſocver it be) isnot all, not the maine requiſite to make 
a people happy unlefle alſo there be a thorough joyning' of themſelves 
to Godby Commune; fbf) dh ni a ir rele np aig Prill lot 
. * Tf you therefore that be now convened in Partiametits ſhould fit 
fo long as youdcſire, cven theſe 7. yeares, (if your buſinefſe ſhould 
require it) and thinke, you would make ſuch" examples of men that 
have violated the Lawes, and invaded 'your-Liberties; and enact fo 
many wholeſome Lawes to- prevent the'like” preſaniptions _ the 
_—_— . ture, 
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future, as ſhould putus intea new world, cauſing men to admire the 2 77? 
happy ſtate and frame of Government which you would ſet up : yet *<x9:f. 
all this would never produce the expeRed fruite , but prove as a 
meere dreame of an hungry man, who in his dreameeateth abundant- 
ly, but when hee aWakes, 1zemptic; unleſie youallo, not onely reſolve 
po but execute this maine duty of entring Covenant with your 
Gods * {nY: 
Againe, thirdly, others can 'roare like beares, and monrne ſore like , oc 
aoves, when they tinde themſelves difappointed of their hopes: when . arc 
Parliaments have beene broken up in diſcontent, When they have look- ordinary. Foft- 
ed for Indgement, and there is none, for ſalvation, but it hath been farre #4 2nd mae 
from them : then they have hoawled like dragons, -not onely for affli- pry” ea. 
ions, but perhaps for ſinnes alſo ; eſpecially-if deliverance npon de- n1nr. 
liverance hath becene ſnatcht from them, even when it hath ſeemed fo [fa.59 11. 
neere that they had wk to take poſſeſſion of it : yet, (filly men that 
they arc ! ) their evils haunt them (till, and prevaile more and more, 
after all their faſtings, humblings, and ſtrong cries to God their Re-. 

emer, . For alas }-what willall this doe without a Coven, with- 
outraking hold of God,: and roynixg themſelves to him'tobee his: for 
ever? you may ſee ſuch a ſtate of the Church as this deſcribed by 
1ſaiah : and good were it for us to take warning by it : Fee all doe 1164 6,7. 
fade as aleafe, and our iniquities like the Winde have taken us away. 
And why all this? The next words will tell you There i none that cal- 
beth upon thy Name, that ftirreth up himfelfe to take holdof they, lay. 
they tothe ford who had hid hi face from them, and conſumed them - 
for their funes. Not that _—_ not at all call upon God, but be- 
cauſc they did not ſo call upon him as to ftirre wp themſelves to take 
hold of bimwby Covenant ; therefore is it accounted no better. than a 
not calling upon him at all Thus men looſe not onely their :opportu- 
nities ofdeliverances offered, but their duticsallo by {whieh they de-: 
ſre to further it "__ another oo S: | - . wag 

- 4. Some, it may bee, gve yet further- Vpon the hearing © ; 
adutie (fo much refed and inculcated) they beginne to oy 4 little 6 > 
ſtirred, they are convinced that: it is indeed true; ſach a Covenant ofthe neceſlity 
is fit tobe made : buthere (like Ephraim an umviſe ſence) they ſtand vf a Coveram, |: 
ftillat the breaking forth of the Childrenof the Coycuant. \They faine 10 come nor  |/ 
would, but loth they bee to gos thorough with the bargaine. They "4 fa 2-26 zl 
beginne.tocome on, and then fall backe againe. © They are fo longa = 
vp cheapning, , 


whos - TN EE mn 
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176, cheapningy treating, complementing, diſputing how fafe it may bee 


Reporſe, for them, how. wellit. may ſtand wih their) profits, projects, ends, 
intereſts, relations ;; that they coole againe, and never come: up to a 
full reſolution. Ob, ayes one; thisis a good courſe, and fit to bee ta- 
ken : but my engagements, callings, Allunce, company, ſervice will 
not conlilt with it. Another ſwears, hee could finde inhis heart to 
make tryallof it, but that hee (ſhould bee jeered, ſcorned, and perhaps 
lole his place, ox hapes:tox it: another hee is for it, but at preſent bee 
cannot,cnter upon it. Thug one thing ovather ſtill keepes this dutic 
without doores,andholds-moſt men off from the worke for ever. 

- Butbeloved, take heed of this dallying. , What ever you thinke, 1t 
isno better than. a_departing aWay from pbe living Gog, that ſprings 
from aneuihiearspf, unbelecfe, when, being fully convinced of the 
weight, necellitie, and commaditio of the dutie,: you willyet, bile 
it «.called ro.day, adycntase:ſorfarre to.mardew: your hearts, as:nottofet 
upon the. worke inſtantly.and to go thorough with.it. Heb, 4. - - 

. Woc unto all {ach dodging Chriſtians ; they ſhall finde to their 
coltthatGadwuill write: them, Lo-anmily Hoſs 1,9. arid pronounce, < 
them, 7 hey axe.yer my peopteggrd Lame wot their God: | (ol 1 
. any thinke; PHALIERE 1s here? what meanes this 'manto bee fo 
earneſt ? would hee bayc.us all turne i(openanters,? yes, with God. 

Vby, what 1f I doe not2; 3 hen neyer Jaoke for good from him, how 
rs Never bopes bes; if*-No? laygs another j ts trjz this fine. 

T have ſceng many agoad day in mytime. and bepe to iſee:more, 
« though Lncvcg lwallow thisdectrine::therefore heCrefabieste go 
henceashe came hitherashe lived yeſterday; ſo he will to.morrow ; 
though this day hee doe as his-neighbours = keeping ſome order 
(much againſt the will of. his baſs laſts, that ring bim- butian harſh 
peale in hiseare for his litglegbſtioencs:) yetito; mortow;bge:will bee 
tor bus fwcaring,drinking, whoring, any cxcafſe, and riotyiaz much. as 
ever; and yet, by grace ofGod he hopes to prove all theſe words. to © 
__ wind, and to.doe as wellas the beſt of them all when he'comes 
ta Alc. | | t | 

* ._ But woe worth theday that ever ſucha man-wasborne, that when 
. heehcares hang calling him-with:ſo much importunitic to: ftand even 

+; ths very day. efore the Lord;to enter into Covenant with the 'Lord' his 

God, andintobss Outh, ſhall ſoharden his necke, and harbour ſuch 4 
raote of gall and Wormewood within his heart, as when hee hcares the 


words 
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word: of the Curſe gaponall thoſe. that will not 'enter into iCovenant g 3. 77. - + -: 
orentring into'it ſhall not keepe it, hee: ſtall bleſſe bineſelft im his bears Xradſee ' '\ 
ſaying, T ſtall have peace, though 1 Walks in the imaginations of mine 
heart and adde drunkenneſſe to thirſt; Sec, and tremble at what God - 
hath reſolved to doe with that man, Dest.29,20,22. The Lord Will not 
ſpare him,but the anger of the: Lord, and his jealonfie ſanlh ſmoke againſt 
that man, and all tht Curſes that are Written 3n! __ Booke foal ie 
pon himgand the Lord ſpall blot out his name from under heaven. Here 
is nothing but fury powred out upon ſacha wretch;nota bleſſing ſhall 
deſcend upon him, not acurſe'thalleſcape and goe by him; not onely 
himſelfe, and poſteritic, but his very name! ({o fac asit is an honour 


o 


{hallallbe caſt out af the world,asout of the mid(t; of aſlipg.,: /--:: 

: Ifhe pleaſe himſelfe withthis, © YetT-ſhall-live as long as ſome 
« others; if they have any happincſle, 1.reſolve to ſhare with them ; 
he will fnde that God willnot leave him fo, but the Lord Will ſeparate 
him unto evill out of all the T robes of Tſrael,: (a as; 9p" others 
be ale 5iyet,asa fitrricken: Deere is nnhearded from all the reſt, and 
followed by.the'dogstillhebe pul'd downe: and kilfd; fo fhall it bee 
with this man, according to all the curſes of the Covenant, that are 
written in the Booke of tha LaW,Alth the whole. Kingdome bee 
fateand all others.in it be:tnpeace, yethec andhis houſe (hall periſh ; 
the line of Confuſion ſhall bee retchedout over him,. bell and dam- 
nation ſhall be hisportion, how! high ſoeverbee now. bearcs his head, 
and how muchſoever hee ſuffered his heart to well againſt the truth, 
ſuppoſing all that he likes not, to be nothing. but a ſpice of indiſcreti- 
en,yca ©£ faction, and (it may bee). of Sedition ; when yet nething is 
offered, but what is (£ truſt.) prognantly proved. out of Holy: Scxip- 
twe, Sofarte the firſt YÞ&..] ts ile ut whom 0 net ET 

- 2+ This may #»forme us touching the true'caufe.; ( which moſt ,. 1/4: 
neercly concernes our ſelyes) of the ſlow proceedings of Reformas- 7:formaticr, 
tionof things amiſſe among us, both in the: Charch and Commons» rouching the 
wealth : Why God hath not yet givenus fo full a deliverance from GR | 
H, aby low, why thexe have beenc-ſo man cbbingsand fowings1n mat- lin, Ui] zew 
ters of Religion, yez; more cbbings than flowings; .Why . general arefſe of our e- 
grievancesſwellto ſuch an height, and that.all 'opportunitics of Eupe vils g-c3 on ſa, 
have.vaniſhed,. ſo ſoone as appearcth how it comes to paſſe that al- owly. 
beit«Gadhath moved the heart of the King. to call Parliament af- 
ter Parliament, « yet. by and.by, one ſpirit of ,divifon'or another , 
whouy M ſometimes 
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2. /e. ©. ſometimes from one: qumch ſometimes ifiom-another; (like: thee: 
| RS '. evillpirie whichGod cat betweede . Hbinelret;. and ohemenef : Shes 


too. { yy leaving us inworſeicaſo than we wore: im bofores.and whence 
"4 cnt it1s (ivr: tf \our- ſelves): rages ficad:ofb: letting: up; tho: King-. 
HOU uithe,: «gin cuck:a o 0on- 


<-Laoiers/5rierebrmnr ny oy VAI RIGS. VIA 5721 
EE while millaken the maine baſs 
lected ang TIES rt > 6 aw Youcome; 
Tote FuſtoleckoGod inhis 
affiict our ſonles, endure it ont along rinie ; you pray,hcare, contefle 
nr fone ad nw Aapare v.75 thatall s Juft that.God hath 
fought upon win weeſuifr leſſe thien' wee: deſerves Allithis 
Sf . "Bathereisthsetrour, and:the:ttus Caufoicf the:continu- 
ance of all ow evilgandofthetr growing greater; namely, thatall' this 
while wee have never, inany Faff, orat any'"other-time, -entred into 
fach a folemne and publique Covenant with God, as his  poopleof'« old 
have ofterrdone npon like accaſioneand oxi toy 27 PT IK th 
That I may yet more effeQually bring hots this eoaltonr hearts, 
its ofve mee leave. briefly 'to parallel 'the flow pace of 6ur deliverance 
out of 21 ſfticall Bubylon Sor that of /adily and ſome. of the rem- 
nant of traclout of eld Babylon, Which for Hong ris had held them 
bn a, ; 
Andlicie fit; bee- dts call to eaitndey than a8; eveddriche 
aptives 1owes,God: Hlednot (on tiis part) of his promiſe;: Rt-the 
"ed of 750; yeares, libertic of returne fer Babylow' to Hirnſalew 
* was proclaimed, in'the tuft yeare of Cyrui-the- Perſian Monarch : 
"Ezra 11,2, whereupon,' many Foros » under' the condu&- of: Zoyobbabel. 


Were 


chem to the tumeofvoth)-ſtilkcomes betwacne,: au blaſteth albour. 


Youforbeare your-victuals; | 


PERra 3. Being come: boine to'Hi » Wee ttiay.not-conctive that they | 
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were not ataldtowghed withieallc:of theindelwerance, or. ofthelſins 3. ENCE 
which had formerly;provoked; the Lond, : toxcal}: theat | into that  proax Information2\* * 


bondagc'ont of whe they were delivered." 

Wel,onthey goe ; firit;! tookker fierifiees i in the right play, 74 
though the yams ofche>Templef. the; Lord 45 :0t yet laid. in 
ras bv ves” then conminy, Zerabbab 


56 farofi Phd the Eztra.3.6s 


Worke of he biowfe of the :Lord,” rnd the fouridation was 11id. / Butzhe yr 8,” 
 nalverſaries ofx[nduh (the Great: Officors or the Kingdome under Verſ. 20, 
the King of Perſia) apprehending, or rather pretendinig,; the' going 52124. 1. 


onvfthisbnilding tobe matter'of prejudige: and Uanger: to that Mo- 
narchy, they procure aſtayiofit, upori reaſon of. State z :{o 125: it: was 
well nighantundredycategore they yotlibertictogoc bndgiine, nd 
itwagaboye an 100-'yeares before: the Temple: could bes 'tmiſked; 
For,as many cxatt Chromologers obſerve, the'Tomple>was not: Pers 
featcd in theraigno of D arvas.Hy/kaſps, 2s ſome have thought ;.but 


inthsſhathgeare of DariueNorhra;: bebwernerivhens gait the (fol= VROE 


mer Naas bothXerxes (heturbind bf Eſther, and called in Serip-" 
tate Aarerns and Hrtaxt ves! Longimane fuccelfively: Hoe 
the Perſian Scepter. Inall which time, many things were 
Cruzltic , 'Opprefſion, Adultery,->Mixture with ſtrange wwes,: and 
other great: deformations reframned.  Thencomes/Exra after the 
Temple was finiſhed, and ſomewhat he did, to ſet forwdihthework” 


of Reformation,: inche ſeventh genre of Artaxerxes Mncmon, fuc- Ezray. = | 


cefer to Darivs Nothws.. And yet, t there” 'Was much -more to idoe. 


Afﬀer him therefore comos Nehewmah, in thetwenticth-yeare of the” Ts ro. 


fame Artaxerxes tluemon; arid after: all:the former endeavours, hee 
fndes the Chorchitlweleringzitrhcr (loud, .and/evon;wallowingith . 
her owne/gote ; Imeane,in motf atber oldanddorig contirued finne; .. 
(alrhongh: of Ldolatry ) forhat .ftiſ there Was m __—_ 
in doArinezin worſhip,and in manners. -:'//* >, 
"*-Whereuponhe nowrefolyes;amd ſets:npon. b mort: thoro HRe- 
formationofall theſe; bur:conlkdnever-ofecdiigcrilldbefatierthe pra- 
daiming;andhotding ofa prbligueFgh Hocandatitherpeople; Saeed ; 
uporwthis courſe;namety, ofenttangtott: 2publiqub ahdyoienne © 9- 


venkut with the Lord,:{nbſcrited, ſed{edi and; erg wa Ab:bgtgye Nehg.v't, 
you have heatd': and fo, from :that tnme;forwars, the-war nt and IO, 294, 


arditte>Chuh yas pargebof many] abqeminatzods;:nuhocdawith 
the time ſhe was defiled. | 1119357 monk slzog 
&, | F 2 Hott 
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2. Ve." + -- "Behold here,  Quante molu: erat dileffam' condere Gente,” how 


 Infoimaion,'. vrcat a worke, how log buſineſſe to perfe& a reformation cyen of 


Gods deareſt people. Their captivitic 1n Babylov laſted not halfe fo 
long times was ſpent after their retwne thence cre their Reforma- 
tion could be brought to any tolerable perfeQtion- + 
.: And'why ſo? Didthey omit:preyer, and fefting,and ſecking car» 


® Dato meſa ly after God? ſurelyno: For,in Zach.8.19; 'weread of foure' ſeverall 


Prbs fit ex- yyblike Faſts;(* The faft of the fourth moneth, the faſt of the fifth 
— 4.2 were faſt » the ſeventh,and the faſt of the tenth moneth ) which 
exciſum Tem- Ebcy held,not onelyby all the time of the 70. yecres captivitic in Fe- 

on,but many yeercs aftet theirreturne thence, Zach. 7. 3: and verſe 
Sumpiam is6- 5, But all this labour-was in great part loſt, for want of this addition 


; tho:ſepumo nen- 1c ill their bumiliation,and prayer, namely, The 5oyming of themſelves 


ſe inter; ers : | 
tandem /uit G o- #9 the Lordin an everlaſting Covenant not to be forgottes. 


dolizs,qu jitte * And when God once directed Nehemiah to this courſe, ſec, how 


| 74 cum 1eþ4u2 gll things began'to thriveand come on a' maine. . Now, not onely the 


| Plebeque cole? 4.Temple, but even the: Wal of Hiernſalem: were built up,:( and that _ 


| fra abej's withinone twelve years after this Covenant was ſmitten) which * 


eh Res hee ee a ae, on 
Aber. _—_ _—_—_ 


_;” 


| 
4 d 


qo xt | 
—_ item dic; before lay waſt many ſcores of yeeres. 


wi mezſs putant Let us now refle&upon our ſelves, and the State of Religion, and 
fuifſe inflitutum qxogrefſe of Reformation in our owne Church, that wee may make 
Poſt urberi 0" op e Parallel. | Cl I nab oe: by 
mba 4 Y 1 Some beginaingsof our deliverance from Babylon wee received 
decimi, t:mpore by King Henry the cighth. For, he threw out the. Pope. His ſonne 
alio preceſit, King Edwerdthe ſixth came after, and caſt out Popery, in tho body 
—_ 7% Lv nd bulke of it. A great worke, andalarge ſtep, for the ſhort 'time of 
a urs pM his infant'reigne. And indecd,he had many excellent helpes that way, 
eodem accide- /{befide the zeale of his' ewne pious; heart ) an: Excellent Archbiſhop, 
rune anno, ſ:d;a Prudent-and vigilant ProteRtor, beſide others; cle hee conld never 
diverfis anno |... done ſo much. Notwithſtanding the potency and ſecret under- 
rumiintervallis. inings of thoſe mightic FaQtionsthenpreyailing, hindred the waik 
not a little, fo that it exceeded not- an infant- Reformation; yea, 
© throuphithe immature death of that 7oſiab;it foone prov*dabortive.. 

-- -—> - The Princeſie that came after, quickly turn'd the Tide: gbefore it 
was halfe high water :and ſhe ſet all the Gates wide open againe both 

 - for Pope,and Popery torcenter with triumph, and to drinke drunke of 

the bloud of our Anceſters,' till God diſcharged ber, and releaſed lis 

people from hercrueltie. | SHS 2675 © _— 
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So that when Queene E/izubeth (that glorious Deborah) mounted 2+ V7. | 
| the Throne, altheugh her heart was upright and loathed the Idolatry '*/ormarm. 
| of the former Reigne, yet found ſhee worke. cnough to. reſtore any 
Hy thing at all, and to make any beginnings of a Reformation. She ſoone 

fclt, when {hee would have throughly pluckt,up Popery both rootand 

branch, (fuperfuous Ceremonies, and all remaining raggs of. ſuper- 

ſtition, as wellas grofle Idolatry) that ſhe had to doe. with an Hydra, 

having ſuch a ſirong partic of ſtout Popelings to. grapple with at 

home, and ſuch potent and dangerous abetters of them, to cope 
withall abroad. bneede not name them. I might adde hereunto, ſome 

difficultics ariſing from. the intereſts and ingagements._of not a few © - -—- 
of thoſe (though good, and holy men) that tat voluntary cx+ 
F- ile inthe heat of the aria perſecution ; who, while they were a- 
broad, had alarge ſhare in the troubles at Franchford; (too cagerly, 
. perhaps, purſuing the Eng/io Formes of Yorfeip, and: Diſcipline ) 
| 'and ſo, when upon. their returne,. they were advanced to places of 

Dignitie, and government in this Charch, they. were. tho more apt 

| and forward to maintaine and hold up that Cauſe wherein they had 
| fo farre appeared, had for which (ſome of them ) with more heat 
| than Charitic had ſo openly declared themſclyes,in forrein parts. And 
ſo, whatby one impediment, and what by another, .wee ice it hath 
becnea-long time ere,our Reformation can bee thoroughly poliſhed 
and perfeed, as were to be wiſhed and delired ;- for there 1s nothing 
ſoperfeR, here, but is capable of more perfeAtion. | 
Nay,ſfo farre as wee becetne now from going forward with the 
workegnetwithſtanding the pietic and eare of our Princes ſince the lall 
Reſtitution of Religion in this Kingdome, that (as it was in /ofiahs 
time, though his owne heart were for God, yet there was a packe of 
| rotten men, both Pricſts and people, very great OG to De- 
} yotion,but indeed mad upon Images,and Idols) we begin to fall quite 
offagaine ;. and not onely to coalt anew uponthe brinks of Babylon, 
am whenco we were happily delivered, but cyen tolaunchoutinto 
her deepelt Lakes of ſuperitition and Idolatry, under pretence of 
ſome cxtraordinary- pietie of the. times, and of ſome good worke in 
hard. 
Whats the reaſon of all this, but that (not ſo much as once)lince 
the firſt beginning of Reformation of Religion in this Ifland, wee ne- 
ver (for ought 1 know) cntred into ſuch a folemne, publique, 
oy + KNOW } F3 | nirecall 
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2.77, univerſal Covent tobethe Lords; as he requireth)for thoſe begin- 
1.forheanion. nings already given vs %biit bave fate loofe from God, and>ſo haye 


Fer, thus they VEſpake' him, ver(.'8, - O' the hope of 1ſ7aet, the Saviour | 


ar wobld not doe it {2nd this they wonder and ſtand amized at, as 
edb35e$fif - Gf Tat a0 + 57 
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perfect redrefis of our-grievances, : how faipe {o ever 'either.now 3+ 777. . -; 
ANY wee. may: ſceme: to bee for-jite,- This/s the- ſecond E*hrautt. . | 


Thirdly, ſuffer, I beſeech you;a few. Wordsof exhort ation, The re- 
turning Lowes (you ice) callupen all their Nation to enter .1ato Cor 
vendns. Give melcave then, to:callupon You: the-Repreſentarive Boy 
dy of this whole Kingdome who ſtand here: before; the; Lord! this day 
tohamble yoar ſoules; andlet moalfo prevails with you: ally, to 5apue 
yonr ſelves, eventhis.day, to the Lordin an- everlaſting, Covenant that 


ſtall not be forgottex.' Make this day, a: day” indeed; aday, of Covengu- 
ting with God, arid God ſhal} Coycrant! with yous: and. make; it; the 
bd: SnckiloFmobyhupphredicahendyenyougdtanſayed-": hot no Pet 
- Beloved; miſtake mecnot, ny-+mcaning- extends not.;ta.cngage 
ou in any Ciuilt Covenant and Bond for defence: of-your- Mupieipall 
.awes ai.d hiberties. No doubt you-will bes able te finde nieages.'<- 
now(by the blelling of God) to-ſettle thoſe: things,, in a legall way!3 
6ſpceialty if ou be carckult-to: Covenant with: God, Mughlefleris it 
mypurpoſctodtaw yomatpetasints Ecvleſiaſtieall Oath and Cove- 
nant (enjoyned by the late Cwon) which in my apprehenſion 1s 
little leſte than a Combination and: Conſpiracy! againſt both King and 
State. Mybuſineſſe is, meercly-toperfwade aroma» 0g C44 
©1498 Wirh-God, as himſelfe bath preſcribed; and: cammanged,;; and, 
his people; in the beſt times of Reformation, - bave readily admitted x 
namely,every manto ſtirre up himſclfe 'agd to lift up. his- Soulg. to 
take hold of God tobee glued and united to him, in all faithfulneſs, 
fincerity,care,and diligence,to be onely his for ever. 


[1 


* Thisif We doe, we neede not:caro; much; far:other-Covenants: 

God will provide'for that, and make a\ league for-us even: with the 

beaſts f thefietd;afid with the fones.of 'the trees; hee: will wake our 

Exattors peace, and our O fficers righteonſneſſe, violence ſhall wp; maxe 11a.60.17. 184 
be heardin the Land, ntr Waſting, nor deſtruttion. within: eur; borders; __ 
— Walr (hallbeo/#hvation, andour Gates praiſe. Hee will be a 

Gb of Coveniatits; and take. care for our igſtates, Lawes, libexting, 
liveschitdven and at} thaebelongtous, when ' once thiszs done. ,.;; © 

- 'ThereforsF beſeech you, yea T require you in the pame' of! the 

Godof heaven, 'whoſeyouare, whom you ſerve, before: whom you 

findand from whom youexpefalyation inche midſt of the: Eazthy - 

a8 wellasin Heaven, that you forthwich cnter into /this:bond... = 
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no aſſiſtance, no ſucceſſe in any of your Conſultations, in any 


on. oo you agree-upon, till you- have fully brought your hearts 


to this point, to follow the Lord fully ; tobe no more for your ſelves 
than you wonld haye the deareſt wife of your kolome to bee for any 
other manin the world ; but to bee. wholly for the Lord, to imploy 
and ae allyour wit,abilities,induſtry, counſclsaftieongeſtates, ho- 
nor,and lives t& promote his fervice and honour, what ever become of 


yourſelves and yours for doing of it. Say not as ſome Ieerers (of 
het 


whom it is hard to judge whether their malice or ignorance bee the 
greater) doe, that there needs no more Coycnants that. what wes 
made in Baptiſme, and that all other Covenants fayour ſtrongly of 
G&ionandtbe Porieen Leaven. For, ſo Gods people of old made 8 
Covenant of Circumcifoon, and after by Sacrifice, that is, in every [a- 
crifice which they offered, they did renew their Covenant begun in 
Cirenimeiſion. Nevertheleſſe, God thought it neceflary often to call 
them out to ſtrike another ſolemne Covenant with him beſides the 
former, You have already heard, that fo ſoone as the Iſraclites were 
gone out of Fgypt, and entred alittle way! into the wildemeſle, hee 
them upon a Covenant. When he —_ them necre to Canaay, 
required another ſolemne Covenant of them. And when 7o/anah 
had brought them into Cavan, and divided to cach of them the lot 
ofhis inheritance, hee drew them into anether ſolemne Covenarr, 
Tofh,2 4. So that hero was. Covenant ypon Coyenant, and yet can no 
man(without blaſphemy) charge it with any Puritan humour, facti- 
on,or any thing ſuperfluous or uncomely for the Greateſt on earth to 


-ſubmitunto. - 


*'ThatI may alittle more enforce this dutic, and quicken you to the 
imbracing of it, give mee leave to preſent you with ſome '{otives 
further to prefle you to it, and with ſome few Direfians to guide 
youinit. V4 RY | th 
: Tx. For, Aotwves. TY 
Conſider 1. how many, great, admirable, and even. miraculous 
deliverancesGod hath given us; What great things. hee hath done 
for us, -No Nation under heayen can fay niore to his praiſe, in. this 
kinde,than we have cauſe to doc. Our Great deliverances out of 'Ba- 
byloy, from the \ paxi/s Invaſion, from the Gun-powder Treaſon; and 
from many other evils and feares, doallcall upon you for a Coycnane. 
Yea, cven the preſent Mercy and Opportunity of opening. that An- 
cicnf, 
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ble Body of the Parliament, to reflect fadly ypon' thar Stupendious 
Deliyeratite from the Gan-powder Trenſon, which more eſpecially 
and immediately was btiit apainſt You; Fox, albeit the ritine of the 
whole Kingdome was in their, Eye: Whb Were the Ciifed Inftrn- 
tientsof Antichtiſt, and o tREDevilt his Father, end that helliſh De- 

pne; yetno blow could haye come at ns, but through Your ſides. 
And, albeit ſome of You that have the honour to be members of this 
prefent Parliament,' wete then unborne, yet had that Plot taken ef- 
ke, ſcarce any of You' had bethe this day int being, to have fare there 
new, bilt had long ſince beene covered and briried uhder the” athes of 
confiifon. Thinke tow, whether ſuch a pteſervation deferve lefſe at 
Your liafid;,theirto give Your ſelves to Your Great Detiverer, for fo 
Great a Deliverance,, whereby three Nations deſtinategl at once to 
Detth, Ydeeitiiha Rifle that? joyfill reftrtection fromthe Dead, 


ANT WVErt Ihe Borke at once? | 


' ThetEforez It not this'Sreat mercy ſeeine ſmall m Your eyes. 
And remember too, that yott tnay baVe 4s milch need of God anvs 
thet time { nay; you know not what need Yood may have of him'this 
preſent Parliament. You cannot be ignorant of the mary mmurmhures 
and friore- than whiſperings of fome deſperate and devilliſh con- 
ceptionufpefted to bee now in the woinbe of the: Ieliniticall fx- 
Aion : And how neere it may bee to the birth, or how prodigioltits 
it may prove being borne, I take notupoh me to divine : but this wes 
are ature of, that What ever it be which they te blg withill; itthft, 
ngt want the leaſt praide of the utmoſt extremitie of malice and miſ- 
chicfe;that all the wit;power,and induſtry of Hell it ſetfe can contti- 
bitte unto it and that they laboar, as a woman i travaile, to be ſpeedily 
dclivered of it. | | Rk | 


\ , . What dangers, and what cauſe of feare . there may bee at-the 


preſent. 'Tieave to y! ur Wiſedome to conſider. But this bee con- 
dent of, if Deliverances aleady received. 'cah' prevaile with you 
for a Covenant, that Covenatit willbe your ſecutitie ; -for it will cer> 
tainly ctipage al the poet and wiſedome ofthe Great aifonly-wile 
God 6f tavern #idettthto-be on your fide forevert S6-that if God 
himſclte have power enough, a cnough, and cate'troneh; you 
$a, cannot 


confuſion and deſblition to aff, pleidhs' hard For the faite £xboation, ,” 
dutic. But atnobg all theſe, Tdefire You' of that Orcit and' honoutas Morives: 
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 eannot miſcarry ; no weapon that i formed againſt you ſhall pr 
plot, vo gates of hell frall prevaile againſt you. And, if hooks 


no full enjz;» 
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ofper, no 
hee have good- 
nefle enough, mercy enough, bowels cnow in him, he will then alſo 
raine downe aboundance of truth, righteouſneſle, juſtice, peace and 
plentic upon all Corners of the Land, from whence, and on whoſe 
errand, ' You are now come together. Therefore it becomes you,aboye 
all others,to be firſt in a Covenant. Het a Ee: 
2. Conſider that,till we doe this, there cannot be ſuch a full enjoy- 
ing of God, asotherwiſc there might be. Indecd, the perfeR fruition 
of God 1snot to be expected till wee come to. heayen, but yet wee 
might have much more of God, evenin this life, than now wee have, 


could we be perſwaded to ſucha Covenant with him.  . 

Whatſoeverexperience wee have of himnow.in any deliverance 
beltowed, it would be doubled, if, upon the deliverance reccived,we 
would thus be 5oy»ed to him. Ner is thisa notion or conceit onely, but 
arnaltmcth.....-*.:-.:-; | "2 AAS 

For, marke what He faith to his peqple,. Hoſe. 2. ver/; 19, 26. 1 
will marry thee unto me for ever, 1 Willdetraath thee unto me in righ- 
teonſneſſe, andin Indgement, andin loving kindueſſe, and in mercies, 1 
will even marry thee unto me in faithfulneſſe, and thou ſhalt know the 
Lord. He that enters into Covenant with God, is betraathed, yea. &- 
ven zarried tohim ;; And how married ? evento the partaking of all 
his goods, of all hee hath, yeaof himſelfe, and all that hee is. As the 
ml may ſay, Ybi tu Cai, ego Caia; as Laban ſometimes, of 
Jacobs wives, children, and cattell, Theſe daughters are my daughters, 
and theſe children are my children, and theſe cattell are my cattell, and 
all that thox ſeeſt are mine: So a man once married to the Lord by 
({evenant, may without arrogancy fay, this righteoufneſſe 1s my righ- 
tcouſneſle, this i#dgement is my judgement, this loving kindneſſe, 
theſe mercies, thu faithfulreſſe which I ſee in thee, and all that thou 
haſtis mine, for my comfort, ſupply,ſupport, direfion, falvation, and 
what not? I ES} UW 
' + And take notice of that phraſe, Tbow halt kyow the Lord, Did 
they not knoW him. before? Yes; but never in ſuch; a. manner, with 
ſacha Knowleage, at laſt in ſuch a meaſure. They ſhallnow know 
him in ſuch neere, familiar, ſweet and incffable expreſſions of his 
deereſt,. deepeſt, choyſeſt conjugall love, as they never taſted, nor 
could talte of before. , : CH THLNRuY We 
| c 
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We know how it is with a wife married to a loving-hasband; 3. 7%.- © * 
They loyedone another before marriage, and many expreſſions of a £*Mtatron, © | 
ſpeciall love paſſed betweene them, but they never enjoyed one a- Moiives. 
nother fully till the marriage was ſolemnized. Then, there is not.on- 
ly a more intimate manifeſtation of feryent, intire, loyall; chaſte love ; 
but a further enlarging. and ſtretching out of mutuall aff:Rions to 
each other, than they could 'poſſibly haye beleeved they ſhould eyer 
haye reached unto, till now experience aſſure them of it. And eyen 
thus it is betweenus and God. Is he good in deliverances? have wee 
taltedof hislove already ? Oh how great :wonld his-goodneſſe beo, 
how full of grace, mercy, bountic ;:and, how would hee communi- 
cate even whole rivers of all theſe: to that Sonle that” ywould once 
come up to him, and cloſe with him in an everlaſting Covenant | Al 
the Wayes of the Lordare mercy and trueth, unto ſuch as '( make and) 
keep Covenant With bim,Pſal.25.19. Oo OL at! » No buck 
- 3. Conſider that what ever worke God- calls Yawito, Yee will ling cs the 
neyer buckle thorotighly to: it , till you have entred' into Covenant: worke God 
with him. An apprentiſe boy when hee goes toia Maſter upon 'tryall calls us uato, , 
onely, his minde 1s now on, then off againe ; ſometimes he could like **-hout 2 Co-, 
the trade;oyand by his minde hangs after his Mother at home, .or a& © 
terſome other courſe of life, and he never ſets cloſe to his butinefle, 
till hee be bound.' When once the Indentures be ſealed, and he:cnrok 
led, hee knowes there 1s now more'time to deliberate ; but hee. muſt 
fall to his buſineſſe, or elſe take what happens for his idleneſſe and 
negligence. Sois it witha wifc ; if the be bar onely promiſed,”or be-. 
troathed toa-man; ſhe may come to his houſe, and calt an eye up and 
downe ; but it israther to obſerve, thanto a&: ſhe may perhaps -calt 
out a word now and then ſomewhat freely alſo; but ſhee neverſets ! 
her ſelfe to guide the houſe, or to doe any thing to purpoſe , till 
ſhe be married: then, ſhe careth for the things of p 4 world; that is, 1 COr7 34. * 
with all poilible diligence. looking; to, and managing of the buſine {ſe | 
of the family committed:to her, how ſhe may: pleaſe her hucband: all 
her thoughts, care, diligencerunthis way ; fhe makes it ber buſineſſe 
that ſhe mult ſticxe unto, and daily manage as a' part of the marriage 
Covenant. And thusalſo it will be with you. Ycu have much —_ | 
under your bands,and are like to have more; and Ihope you. defire to 
doe all in truth: of- heart, for Go4;-and not for ends. of your owne : 
but let, me tellyouthiswillnever be done throughly, till-once: you be! 

| | G2 married 
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2.7 - marrjedtohimbyſolemne (overunt.. Then will you care indeed for 
E zhye010% the things of the Lord; how youmay pleaſe the Lord, ingvery caule, in 
eycry Anſwer to any Petition, andn every Vote of ahy Bill, or ſen- 
tence. You would then thinke, when you come to manage, debate, 
yate, any QueRion, © I am the Loards,not mine owne,not my friends ; 
E will this] doe, Rand with my Covenant? willit pleaſe God?: will 
&.it.bee profitable ſor-the State? is'It agreeable to Juſtice and 
<« equitic? Then on with it, no man- ſhall divert, or take mee off. 
Bur, till then, one will intreate forhis friend, another for his ; one 
will make: j@t-ane way, another will draw you another way; and 
theyboth are-yeurfriends, and you know not howto deny'either : 
and thusare-you:dycn'torne in peeces betweene them, in ſo muctras 
ſometimesrefolve to bee abſent, or to fititill and tay nothing ; or, 
togratific him that hath moſt power with You, bee the cauſe what it 
will. But when once the Covenantis ſealed, all this will be atan end, 
You wiltquieklyRop'your cares againſt all perſwaſions that mby-hin- 
der.iuftice and: Reformation ; and, when this is knowne, .men will 
4 Wicked.men {©oncforbeare alſoto trouble You with ſuch ſolicitations. ad 
Covenans ©  Andfourthly ; Wicked: men ſticke not at a Covenant with death 
with H:ll, andhel.it ſclfe, ſo they may but fatisfic their Luſts; .though the 
Way 28, knowithe end thereof will be damnation. Oh then (hall Hevitnd 
more-makea Covenant with our Ged to doe his will, which willbee 
beneficiall and comfortable: both here and hereafter, and procure a 
full torrent of his mercies, bountic, grace, and eternall life, toflow in 


., uponus!. 
g be gt hy 2” Confider that the Devill himſelfe will have a Covenant from 
do no great all his vaſlals that expect any extraordinary matters from him ; elſe, 
mattersfor hee will not be engaged to be at their Command, There's not a 
his v-ſlals Witchthat hath the Devillat her beck, but ſhee muſt ſeale a Coye- 
— 2 nanttohim, ſometims with her bloud, ſometimes by other rites and 
evenantes devices, andperhaps hee mult ſucke her too (as in-thole hellſh by 
| gaines you Know they uſe ; ) and then, bee 18'for her, during the time 
agreed upon, And ſhall we thinke God will 'bee:{oeheape, as tobee 
(with reverence be it ſpoken) at our Command, to helpe, dire, aſ- 
{ut,deliver and fave us, who willnot doe ſo much for him as Witches 
and Sorcerers will doe for the Devil? 0 7 
: -Inthe 45. of ay, verl. 11. there is a ftrong expreſſion this' way ; 
Thus ſaith tne Lord, the Holy One of Iſrael, and his Makev, atke 


”me 
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wee things tocome conterning my ſonnes, and concerning the worke of & Ph. 
my bands Command yee wee. Tt-isnot tobe thought that God com- RY 
plementeth with his people but is free, and hearty in the expreſſion 0 

of what they ſhall xeally find him. Brit mark ; it concernes his Sonne; 

that ig, thoſe that are truely in Coychant with him: This priviledge 
isfortioncelle..'So that the way to haye God at Command, ( with 

tumilitie bet uſed) is tobce his /oxner and daughters by Covenant. 

For, to whom it is faid, 7 wilt bee their God, and they ſhall bee my peo- 

ple;to them it is ſpoken, 1 Will bee' 4 futher unto you, and yet foal bee 

my ſonnes avid daughters, ſaith' the 'Lord Almightie, 2 Cor.6.18. And 

to:them he faith allo, Commintye me. Oo 

-  6:\ Conſider that'it is the proper and chicfe buſinefſe of a Faſt, 6. 
tocriter into Covenant withGolf.- Youſec it is to be the Praftiſe of This is the 
the Church in Nehemiahs time. And where this hath beene omit- Her 
ted, the Faſt hath been leſt. ' Gad* never accourited any of thoſe ry ? 
toure annualt folemne Faſts befpte mentioned, 'that were Io long iti Nehew.g, 
uſe.among the Tewes; to be fair rivro him f but calls them, feſts ro 

themſelves, Zach. 9.5.6, Why, but becauſe theyJooked no further in 

their Faſts, but ro «ffii& their ſonles for a day, to bow done their heads 

as « bullruſh,and to ſpread ſack-ct)»and afhe} under then; and there an ay 5%. 
end. But they loſt al Cl labour, , Setting nothing froin'God but a 
cnmaghttecmah” : 227 oe OS HO TINY 
_ Andintruth, when will wee thus joyne our ſelves to the Lord, 
if not ata Faff ? Then, are our hearts in more than ordinary time 
for ſuch a worke, when wee are broyght to' ſet our fines beboi us, 
and tinmbly to confefſe,;bewaile and” rehgince them; when wee 
have takea ſome paines withour Soules tofoften, and melt them be- 
fore the Lord ; eſpecially if then'they bee in any meaſure raiſed up to. 
wards Him, withany apptchenſion of his love in the pardon of 1o 
many and great i.nnes, crop when the Soule is. moſt calt downe for 
them! "Then; (oy « throng the Covenant, or it wWl never be. | 
IFyenletlip this opportiumitis,” you miy perhaps rieyct"obtaine the 
like while youlive ; bitt either your ſelves tnay bee cut off, or your 
hearts ſhut up in defperate har; Incfle; izEutito Pharadh, whom eye- 


E ry ol exance, art new experience of Gods fayour in taking off. ggw 

| farkpeltepciadn SI ates + uk 

4 : In; "— e (andtetTt"nhbt haye the kaſt force of prin 
fron} *temmerpber md confitler that his day, cycn this yery day, the 
Ki G3 17.of 
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7- Ve. © x7. of November, $2. yeares ſithence, began-a new reſurre&ion of 
om—_ this Kingdome from the dead, our ſecond happy reformationof Re- 
>. Thisvery ligion by the auſpitiousentranceof our late Royall Deborah (worthy 
Day began the of cternall remembrance and.honour) into her bleſſed and glotious 
lecond Refcr- Reigne ; and that, from theneeforth Religion thrived, and proſpered 
=_ of Re under her Government with admirable fucceſle, againſt a wholo 
w_—_ world of oppoſitions from Popifh faRtors at home and abroad; So ag 
the very Gates of hell were never able ' to. extinguiſh that Light, 
which God by her meancs hath ſet up amongſt us. | 5 
Conſider I beſeech you;. that it 1s not without a. ſpeciall Provi- 
dence, that this your mecting was caſt upon this very day ( for, 1 
preſume, little did you thinke of the 17. of November, when you firſt 
fixed on this day for your Faſt ; ) that, even froin thence, one ham- 
mer might bee borrowed to drive home this nayle of Exhortation; 
that the very memory of ſobleſſed a worke begun vn this very day, 
might throughly inflame you withdeſire to enter into a Covenant ; 
| andſo,togce forward toperfeR that happy Reformation, whichyet 
in many parts lies unpoliſhed and ——_— A 
 Ohſuffernot that doore of hope by Her ſet open. this day, to bee 
againe ſhut, for want of a Covenant, . If you would indeed honour 
Her precious memory ; yea, honour God and your ſelves, and not 
onely continue the poſſeſſion of what ſhee (as a moſt glorious Con- 
duit pipe) hath tranſmitted to us, but perfet the worke, ſet upon 
this dutic of 1oyning our ſelves to the Lord in an everlaſting C ove= 
| nant that ſhall not be forgottex.: And ſo have.yai the /Motives. . - 
Meanes how to ?* I ſhall now ſhut. up,all with. ſome faw Direttions tohelp 
enter into Co» US IN it. And here, paſſing by, what hath beene alrcady ſpoken 
venaut, touching the preparatives to it, the Subſtance of it, and the proper- 
= required init, I ſhall onely give. you. theſe ſixe ſubſequent Di- 
rections. "_" TI Ts” | 
| T. 7. Giveabill of diyorce to all yourLuſts , of kill them out right. 
Give a Billof Thijs Covenant is a marriage. Coyepant, and there is no marrying 
__ all with God, ſo long as your former husband, your baſe corruptions, 
your ot your ſwearing, riot, drunkennefle, uncleanneſſe, pride, oppreſlion, 
and what eyer cle your ſoules kyow to be. the plague of your oWne 
hearts, remain alive and undivorced. , Fox the Wonan which bato an 
hucband, is boundby the Law to ber hnehand, ſo long as hee bueth ; 
batif hee be once dead, Pe 25 free from that Law, Row. 7. Therefore 


ſend 
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ſend thefe packing, in the firſt place. -A wiſe man will never marry 2. 7. 

p{irumpet, nor. with any woman that .bath-another husbaud ; bis £*597<40n. 
wifc ſhillbee onely his owne, none ele ſhall have intereſt in her, M2 

Much lefſe then, will the Holy and Tealous God admit of any Spouſe 
thatis wedded te any luſt, and fo continueth. Say then, what wilt 
thou now doe? wilt thou ſtill keeps thy darling luſt ? Haſt thou been 
a {wearer, and ſo thou wilt bee ? a, drunkard, anuncleane perſon, an 
oppreſlour, a prophane E/ax, and wilt be.fo ſtill? Know, that God 
will none of thee, but abhorres all {uch asthou art. Hee will admit 
none into Coyenant but ſuch as rouch nor the wncleane thing, but ſepa- * <%"6+ 
rate from it. To whom onely it is, that he promiſcth,, 7 will bee their 


Ee 


z 


Godard they ſhall be my people. TIRES i 7 © {PT ae's! III al» colten: 

2. ' More eſpecially purge out. and caſt. away. (as 4 Zenſtruoms 1il 1:65 1nd 
cloth ) all 7delsand 1delatry.n, particular. Allour Luſts arc lothſome 14-atry 
tohis ſtomack,. but nothing isſo abominable to his Soule, as 1dolatry. (als 5: 
This is that ſpirituall whoredome, which meritoriouſly diſſolves the 
marriage bond where it isalrcady knit, ,and liesasabarre in the way 
toa Covenant with God, where yct:it ts not made. This was it for , 
which the Lord procceded. fo ſeverely, firlt againſt the: ten Tribes, , 0's: ho 
and then againlt the refidue,as you all know. For.this, the Land ſpew- G 
ed them out. And where ever God promiſcth to recall. them, he uſu- 
ally promiſeth this, (which ſboyld firſt be.done) | ans all. your Idols 
will 1 cleanſe you, Ezek.36.25, Ephraim alſo ſhall [ay, What have to doe 
any more With Idols ? Hoſe 1 4.3, andall ſhall caſt them away with de- 
teſtation,laying, Get thee hexce,1{a,30. 22 _ 

. Every 1dol is that great 1mge.of Tealouſie, which. the Lord can by 
no anorg | ——_— wo which: will. certainly Dee the fckonntien of 
King and People, where ever it iscntertaine eSlpeck ifagainerc- 
ied in, ies it hath been plate Ala ASA 
we have in Judah, where, after Tofiah had taken away all the abomina- 
tions ont of all the countries that pertained to Iſrdel; and made all that 
pere preſent 1n Iſrael to ſerve tbe Lord ongly; the A, of Refamption 
of de and Lite by te oececing Kings (igugh ti probable 
they diditonel [ee like thoſe in 3 Kenga7-9.) hecame. the ruine 


2, 
M ::re eſpeci.. 


» Chro.3 4.33. | 


ofthole Kings,and Kingdomes,. oat 
*  Bcloyed, let me ſpeake freely, for I. ſpeake for Cod, and for all 
your fafcties.. You cannot bee ignorant of the groſle Idolatry daily 
encreafing among us, and committed not (as adultery ) in. SOM | 
RE BN ee | Me CAR TT AMINE EH onely, 2 | 


* 
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2 Pet 3, 


| 2 King 17.9. 


The firſt Serntos as the tate Faſt 
onely; but iti the open light; people going to,” and cottiming from 
the Naſſe ingreit miltitiides, and that aSordinarily, bpenly, cotifi- 


© denitly asothers goe toahd from our Chutclies:” And'I doubt not but . 


ſome of you doe know the number of Maſſes to'exceed that of Ser- 
Mons, : ; : 

Whoſe heart bleeds not over this prodigious growth of Popety, 
and over-fowing of! Pop NV/afſes? Whotknowes not, that in the 
Maſe is coinmitted the mbſt abbihinabke Idblatry thit] eyer the'Sun 
beheld jrithe Chriſtiah work? Who remembers not with indigna- 
rion arid hottot; How often that inſitiable 7doll hath bathed it ſelfe in 
thebleiid of many of otir Anceftors and Progenitos? And can, atiy 
be ſofilly as tobeleeve, that it _ reſt ſatiSfied* till it fi vim againe it 
ore end allo; unlefle we willjoyne with Td6larers, and fo perifh in 
Hell? For what ever ſome mEtitalke of the pollibilitie of thedilya- 
tion of ſome perſons in that Chittch;” (asthey call it ) # tg is - Ain 
onall handsamong its; tht _—_ 'of our owne, Nation abd once 

+ 


_, 


ofourovine Church where the byht Sv - , Hmm in S.vhd 
btightneſſe; ſo'asthey hive bqth received and profefiedit;' if” the 
tall (whether wh Mn Pali a 7 Re Wing! 


tit, a' wife, hnsband, friend, Wa 
&c.) putout their dwne eyes; ahd tctarne'bicke to Babylon from 
whence they were vt free, their caſe isvery deſperate and dif- 
mal}, 3Nd'ir Bad Beto better fir think "Hivbr to lave JwoWne the way 
Hip hrconſrelſe, Vhew' afres 3h php browne It ts Thels #98 the ho 
{ ommindenitiit onte-dettorfudl tice thim, * Vicretore 1 belcech' you 


% 


alnever ce) butts put py AutHotitie'to the utter rooting « 
dat abormin n, ciao Forhcted in fecret, and. with conrit- 


ten by writ rict halt betweene. two opinions, if yon Willbee 
chbrongh for God, and flloy Him filly, down wich al dls hd 

tary through tho Kirigdine, lo farte'as the raking of the Tawes 
yet tore (ict arid full for that purpoſe; may effect it. Till then, you 
may, if you willtalke ofa {vvenant, andthinke to doc great matters: 
but that Great God whois ſo jealons of his glory in that, 'aboye allo- 
ther thiigs, will abhorre all Covenants withyou. And. if you, havin 
noWfuch opportiinftic and power, ſhall not throiighly cteanſe _ 
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 Tandoftheſe pirituall whoredomes fo boldly facing and even out- 


facing the glorious Goſpell profeſſed among us; bee ſure, that, in 
ſtcad of a blefſing upon your Conſultations and proceedings, you 
will draw downe a Curſe that will cleave to you, and gee home 
with you, and ſcatter like poylon over all parts and Corners of 
= whole Kingdome, till allbe utterly conſamed and become a de- 

ation. | ' | 

You allI thinke,agree =_ the neceſſitic of a great Reformation. 
Where ſhould you begin then, but. where God ever begins? Looke 
into the Storics of £-4/a, Tehoſaphat, Hezekiah, Tofiah, and cycn of 
AManaſſeb himſclfe, (the grofieſt Idalater and moſt bloudy Tyrant 
that cycr reigned. in Iwdah ) when once God had throughly humb- 
led him; and you ſhall ever finde that they began their grand Re- 
formation at Jdo/s, and 1delatry committed with them. T ſpeake not. 
this to backe or countenance any tuniultuous of ſeditious ſpirits that 
have latcly been ſtirred up to doe things' without Commiſſion; but 
to You, whom God hath ducly called to the worke, and indiſpenhbly 
requires it at your hands. ES 

3- Excente true Indgement and Tultice, Looſe the Land of Wicked- 
"ol undoe the heavie burdens, let the oppreſſed goe free, and breake every 
yo e 


3. V/e, 
E xh111ation. 
M:anes. 


3.Execute true 
lud; enenc, 


of the aq_—_ This is a maine part of an acceptable Faft, and 1.8. 6. 
therefore mult be performed of all that willenter into Covenant with | 


God. And this was part of Gods Anfwer to' the Iewes cnquirin 
of the Prophet whether they ſhould continue their folemne Faſts* 


by the Throne it ſelfe is cſtabliſhed. It is true, a difference muſt bee 
put between thoſe that are onely led on in evill wayes by others and 


* thoſe that are leaders of others : but it becomes not mee to preſcribs 


toyauinthis caſe, your owne wiſedome will teach you that. Onely 
I am to pray you, that if you ſhall finde any eſcapes to have been made 
in the ordinary Courts of Tuſtice, in the condigne puuiſhment of 
AMmrder, and Idelatry, take. netice of them, and there bee ſure to 
firike home, as Sawwel did where Saul himielfe had been tooindul- 


 Zach.7. Thereforc hercin deale impartially and throughly, for here- 


. There is nothing makes you ſach faire Images of God (in 


ent 
he relation you now ſtand) as due execution of Tultice and Tudge- 
ment. Thereforc, ifyou will indeed center into a Covenant, It: 
be cone. OR nn Os Ie +6 <oS EL 
4- Doyour beſt to draw as many-as youcanthe fame way. ay 
H 


F 


4 
Draw vthcrs 
alſo, 


cH5 
3. //e. 


 Exhota't7n, 


M ances. 


| Je 
Ser up way- 


'  markes to 


Zon, 


not onely for themſclyes and ſuch.as were preſent , but for; all. t 


—_ 
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and Vaſters: are bound to take care that their children, agd families 
doe feare,and ſerve God, as well as, them Ives. Ard you who now: 
appeare before him. in behalfe of the Kingdome,. as. you muſten- 
ter into a Covenant for them as well as for your: ſelyes, ſo muſk you, 
doe your utmoſt that they alſo for themſelves may. paſſe under the. 
ſame Covenant, with you- The. repreſentative Body of. Iſrae! 
{kood before the Lord to make: a Covenant, Demt. 29. 15. ina 


wereabicnt alſo. And, /ofiah when he entred'into. a adru's jms. 
ſelfe, hee not onely.ciuſed af that Were preſent of Indah at the huge of 
the Lord, to ſtand toit, 2 Chro.34:32. But he made all {{Faal to,ſerwe, 
even to ſerve the Lord their Gd ver. 33. that is, to ſtrike a Covenant ; 
with bim. Therefore take care that all others, , when yee returns - 
home, may make a Covenant before the Lord to walks after him ina 
his Commandements: that God may be ſet up more and moreat WM 
the heartsof all men may be lifted up in the wayes of the Lord to - 
take hold of his Covenantalſo. If you doe not this, you dog nothing: . 
more is required at your hands, than ofprivate perſons, who. yctare 
bound tocall uponothers (asthe men in my Text) ſaying, Come aud 
let us joyne our ſelves unto the Lordin ay everlaſting Covenant. 
5. Would you haye this ta:be done. namely, that all ſhould appeare 
before Godin Ziqn, for this purpoſe? Then {ct up Way-markes to di, 


re&them thither. Take ſpeciall care that the Ordinances of Godbee" 
ſet up,and held up, in more puritic apd plentic. Downe at orice with 


' allinventionsand fancies of men, which corrupt and adulterate the 


pure worſhip of God. Let none. but He be worſhipped, and et no 
worſhip be thruſt upon kim which bimſelfe hath not preſcribed. Here- 
in eſpecially (yet ſtll within your bounds) be zcalque, and quit your: . 
ſelveslike men. | | | | oO 
Above all, take better order far the more frequent, andoetter per-. 
formance, and due' cquntenancing of that now. vilijed ( but highly. 
neceflary ) Ordinance of Preachings whtch. albeit it de Gods gwae, 
arme and power unto falyation, is yet brought into, ſo deepe con-. 
tempt (and by none more than by thoſe. who ſhoald laboi "moſt to 
hold up the honour of it) that it is made a matter of ſcorne, and be-. 
comethe odious Character of a Pnritan, tobe an aſſiduous Preacher, 


| Yea, ſo.farre have ſome mn runne mad this way, that it is held a 


crime deſerving Cenfure in. the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Court i 
EE p 


Of the C 
—— to'tellbut a was _— of Parliament. 
1 : er 'P . | 
part geze men 
youknow that 2 the Office of a Bith out of a Pulpit, that it is 3" # 
" Andisitnott 4 them not. 20Pp, to Preach. * So it is 3 Vie, 
2 >from thoſe vi n high time to -vindicate the me of - "gg 
to late dayes (-more ou ſcarnifous ton y Honour of Preach * But ab ini.i9 
bom wa more pitic of hy: ever) blahencd ths pens, that Ro T Was not lo. 
dome, where man lexce hay drke 10d bare parts ofthis king: LT, 
S ea Ser p s of this ik : 
Hae Godin dotcredibly hate) M ſeven yeeres; _ = 0 f1d n\ 
ple periſh? Tei | elfe faidplainly PRE their- who! oe ſpeakin oO ary 
for lacke tnOt ts owne- TOY there 5 Wo 245 e lives? NT Dow 
Een er in eo ev iepontie 
nd marke 200, that whine Prichandnichter Joe long. ſeaſon Tfracl that drm. 
Withonttheyrue God | ile they had no-t | bd Law, 2 Chro by then Fob 4s 
in the ordinary Ww ale. For, there ——_— Frieft they wan B ſbps.and by 
heare without a __ a teaching yoo yer at the a Gal, inf ofien ſcene 
of preaching to maker? And & $506 rift. © How ftinll the ng 6 on 
LS wr of on tarnbeanyronn peer: Gol by vr tall they Coy maref 
inthe Kmgs mod anmeyp. that while Fr fore h Comes by _ occupicd _— 
are ſtiltiuffored to jons, -cſpecially iri £1 TP thouſands mt Legaty, who _ 
ſo toperiſh for fe in furh darkeneſſe and 1 "Wales, md Reon) {14 ape ye eu 
ing,itis1m Cine want of conſtant yok yon bog itn Rm , 
God; OT, == pon ſhould bee enptle - profitable Preach=- Goſpel to jy 
To ane retag Fenton ootFs 
repreſentative:Body'the a'Coy enant with ar body of theſe king- aff: -al/<g's and 
takenin-this behal{ reof take more var; im ; unteſſe you, thi po Prin- 
How themanys RE OI hi been® wes 
to-oxcule and pw wd pie of mary 14ſe.thr - 1623, 
ltry; rope aft anpreaching, bs 14s and mercilefle me *Pro.29.18. 
andxhe nakednefl Acaves arctooſhort to + dome-preathing. Mi tbanctycon 
makenaked, flc of thoſe peore periſhin .covertheir owne th intd= © Rom. 10. 1 ge 
To tell us _ ovine ifrndien ” people whom c h amey. > I 2, 
yy ,  preachi Yon 210. FY men- + 19, 17, 
i Eos + ie cating for the plantin 
JOTLA ks, 1a al 2 1s nothing, | ting o 
food whereby ad hs nord rnakel., bewray | 
up in the body prot ren Nero et rt. S 
begotten -heift as well as "y nally 'nontfhed-ro x 
ten unto Chriſt ? A the Sred-whereof they grow £704: 
nd can men that are bor; they are Gf) (am. 1.18, 
H 2 ne, and livir ";T Petit. 33s 
live 
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live fafely,or at all, without coutinuall ſupply of food convenient for 
the 


m, | 
What fearcfull trifling isthis in a buſineſſe of ſuch high Concem- 
ment | Good Jeho/ſhaphut, when bu heart Was once lift up in the wajes 
of the Lord, tooke = __ order :. for, hee ſent not enely ſome of the 
prime Levites and Prieſts, who taught in Indah and had the Booke of 


the Law of the Lord With them, and went about through all the Cities 


of indah and taught the people, 2 Chro.17.8 9. but with them he ſent 
divers of his Princes and chiefe Officers, Eenhail, Obadiah, and ſundry 
&thers, to ſce that this worke ſhould be effecually done, verſe 7. yea 
(asour late Tranſlation hath it) hee ſent to rhems to teach in the Cities 
of Indah : ) that is, that they ſhould take as much care of the buſineſle, 
by putting on the Prieſts and Levites, as if they themſelves in per-- 
ſon were d to doc all the worke. And hence it was, that God 


| gave this teſtimony of /choſbaphar, that he walked in the firſt 'Wayes of 


« father D avid, ver(.3. that he had riches and honowr in abundance , 
yerſ. 5 .and that the feare of the Lord fell _ all the King domes of the 
Land round about Indah, ſo that they made no Warre againſt I E H O- 
SHAPH AT, Vc<rl. 10. So _ belide the ſpirituall benefit, .a 
Preactting Miniſtry is one of the beſt advantages to ſecure a State ; 
it Is (you ſee) not oncly an hedge, but wallts and Bulwarkes unto any 
Kingdome. | | 

= yet, as many of our blind guides and Idol Shepheards care 


_ not tore Preaching where there is none, fo doe theyall they can 


to cheat and defraud thoſe of it who doe or would enjoy it, fome- 
times by pallng it downe where it is ſet up, and (to fill up the mea- 
ſure of their wickedneſſe) glorying in it, when they haye. done ;. 
ſometimes by ſtriking out the teeth of it, that if men will needes 
preach, yct it ſhall be.to little purpoſe ; onely a frigid, toothleſle, 
faplefle diſcourſe, never piercing deeper than the. care. If the Prea- 
cher come home te convince the Conſcience of particulars that need 
reformation, (which yet wasthe old courſe,. and ſhould be ſtill) the 
Preacher is either derided as worthy of nothing but contempt, or clſe 
cenſured as indiſcreet,raſh,factiousand ſeditious. 


Andleaſt men ſhould ſurfeit of Preaching, kow bee all Sermons, 


in the afternoones of the Lo  Þ 5s: Daycs, crycd downe, as the 
markes of Tudaizing Puwitauſme, and-as-a burdcp2 intolerable to 
the people 1 | | 

WE: | Indeed, 
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ſndeed, it is truc, that when Authoritie firſt commanded the af. 3. 7 
ternoones Sermon to be 'cenyerted into Catechiſimg, there was not £*t9'«ev. 
onely no hurt done, but a wiſe and needfull conrle preſcribed for the Menne# 
beſt edifying of popular Auditories.' But as ſome have handled the 
matter, it is now become a hinderance toedification. If a Mi- 
niſter would carcfully and ſolidly open the ſeyerall heads of Cate- 
| chiſme, confirme them by Scripture, and bring them home by ſome 
1 ſhort and familiar application molt futable to vulgar cares and Ca- 
| pacities; I hold it ſimply the moſt profitable exerciſe (at leaſt for 
q' one part of. the'day ) that can bee ſet up for the increaſe of ſound 
| knowledge and Pictic : and pitie it' is that this is ſo much negleed. 
But thu, ſay our new Maſters, «© Worſe than preaching. Therefore 
they _ all to keepe anely to the bare jons and Anſwers of 
the Childs Catechiſme. And iF any —_ to adde' any expoſition 
| or inſtruction, he isby ſome hwried polt to pillar, and cenſired 
j as a pernitious Malefaftor, - | 
| And as they have thus thruſt all preaching (be it but Catecheticall) 
out of the Church in the afternoones of the Lords Day, ſo have they 
ſhut divers able, godly, diſcreet Paſtors out of their owne Pulpits on 
the weceke dayes, cven in Populons: Townes, where. the Miniſters 
were willing to beſtow their paines, (and fo for many yeares with 
great fruit and comfort to the whole Country had done) gre- 
| ns, forthe reficſhing many hungry Soules who had no-preaching at: 
| © home in their owne Pariſhes, and dare not ſtirre thence on the Lords 
day to ſccke it abroad. | | 4: 

Nay, ſome of your Cathedrall Men are come to- that _ that 
when any Sermon (ſuch as it is) is preached in the Cathedrall or 
Collegiate Church, no Sermon mult then- be preached in the Pariſh 
Church or Churches _— meerely to u the Pompe 
and State of the Greater Chireh, and for teare of leflening the An- 
ditory , or diminiſhing the honour of the Preacher, (who many. 
times deſerves little cnongh ) whercas not a fourth part of the Cone. 
gregation (by this meancs defrauded of: Preaching in the Pariſh 
Church) can poſlivly come within hearing, or ken-of the Cathe- . 
drall Pulpit-man. h THEE | 
' O Beloved ! are theſe, wayestoſet forth Chriſt to- the people for 
their falyation, to diſplay Ged in all his glorious Attributes and Per-. 
&tions, and to bring them within _ of the beautics.and w_ 
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' tenciesof Cod in his. Copcnantand Communication with his people, 
ſoastodraw themito.aCevenant 1 Nay hence, hence jt comes to 
 pade that Godisextremely diſhonoured, his Name blaſphemed, his 
day abominably.prophaned ,. and . his, people rundc headlong (like 
beaſts to the Shamblcs) by-droves,' to Popery, Anabaptifme, Fami- 
: liſme,Athaime, and what not, that may calt, and locke them under 
the-hatchesofeverlalting damnation, vo! by CDY 
7 —Aphtdiofends, 
: - I;know-that ſome (of-thole, Step-fathers'gnd hard-hearted Wret- 
ches, who bee.indeed the chiefe. (af not the onely) cauſe of all this, 
bluth-net to attribute the. daily:#alling off of multitudes from our 
Churchtovver-much'Proaching': bat this is as rational, as was his 
mad opinion: gouching, Saink:Pawd, that much Zrarwing bed mu bins 
wee, Theſe e. crying Abonanations, that will cry as lou hc 
you, asnow they doc againſt the Authours of-them, if'ycu reforme 
_ Wonder not-at my length, and heatc in this point, It.is a matter 
of greateRt Conlequente; apdotaliother moſt proper for a Preacher 
tobe afalous in. - And give-amo leave to tell:you, that this mult bee 
putin the head of the Catalogue of your weightici} Conſultations 
at thistime, if you-defire ever. to draw. the peaple : of this and the: 
Adjacent Pominigns into 'any Covenant and Communign, with 
God, or t9 feitle any thing fartho good. of your kelves and countries. 
K. James indecd tooke commileration of the: groſle ignorance of 
multitudes in the North partsof this 'Kingdome,and fent ſome Prea- 
chcrs at his @wne charge among them. A Pious and a, Noble worke. 
But what through the unfetled wandrings, idlenefle, the ſupertigiall 
and upprofitable performances of ſome pt theſe Preachers, and what 
through: the ſapine negligence of ſome in Autharitic who.ſboyld. 
have looked better to thoſe itinerary Miniſters ; :molt of that labour 
and charge was little” better than loſt. For, ſome of.you know, that. 
inno/parts ofthe Kingdome hath there beene ſuchan increaſe of Pa- 
pitts, as in thoſe very Corners, where that ſleight meanes. was uſed. 
to reduce men from Popery. 74 
I befceech youthereforeby allthe mercies of God, byall.the bow- 
els of Chrift in thedding of his deereſt bloud for thoſe precious 
Soules, who now, Even by thouſands and millions aulcrably periſh. 
in 
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n their. ignarance-ang. ſinnes, that. you _woultd carefyllyireforme, ox'3; 7c” 
cal} out: all idle, unſound, unprofitablo:, and'{randalons Miniſters ; 3s ia0e 
and provide. a ſound, godly, profitable and fatled- Preaching Mini- OG" 
ſtry in every Congregation, thraugh,.the, Land, andthe annexed Do- 
minions ; and, to. take no lefls care for- their: diligent and. conſtant 
performance of theis dytiqboth.ia, like and[Dodeines, as;alfo for their 
liberall maifitenanes,, (that may be Gll;caphleof improvement , as 
the times grow harder ;; and..commeditias.deexer) that both them- 
ſelves who preach the Goſpel', :and: all theirs alſo may cheerefully 
and comfortably live of the Goſpell. And let us once ſee Zion built 
#p,vy y our induſtry, i perfett beantie. | 

Laſtl,, when youſct upon this great buſineſſe of a Covenant, fee 6, 
that you doe it out of /ove to God, and with all your heart : elſe, it Whena Cey:. 
will come to nothing. If you would to Zion,yoar faces mult bee ſet, Pant is to be 
and ſetled tbitherward, If you would make a Covenant, you mult ern it 
not be unwilling ,afraid, aſhamed to bee accounted ſuch Covenanters, jun TE 
but doe it with aſteddy, open, undaunted countenance and reſoluti- ger icnor when | 
on. You muſt /ove the name of your God to be his ſervants, 1/ay 56, 6. tis made, 
You have ſeen how 4/a and all his — did it ; they both entred 
into Covenant, and they /Wore it, With all their hearts, and ſought him 2 Chro. 15, 
with their whole deſire, and hee Was found of them, and gave hs refs "5+ 
rownd about. »+ TT 1.9 

Thus if you doe, God ſhallbe ſetup, Religion advanced, your gric- 
yances removed, you ſhall heare no mere ſuch complainings in our 


Rreets. All bleſſings ſhall follow , not your ſelyes alone, but the 


whole _—_— in ew King me his go mar. in your Con- 
ſultations proceedings, in the- publike;, - - UTI_ j- 
Peace, and profperitic of both Church and State. The bleſlingsof 
the Earth, in the Citic, the field, your bodies, poſteritic, in all your - 
goingsout and comming in; The bleſſingsof heaven in the meanes 
of Grace, the beginnings and growth in grace , the light of Gods - 
countenance which is better thanlife ; and, after all, even the fulneſſe 
of both grace and glory in the full, cleare, and eternall fruition of God 
Himſelfe in the higheſt heavens, {hall all compaſſe, and Crowne you 


for ever. 6.4 0A | ; 
Provided alwayes; that when. ange this. Qavonaat 18 mage x yet" 


take care that kt newer befodgetien, but hetied, aiindec and pertor- 
med ; thatas you cloſe with 609, {qyou may alwayes continuo = 
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3- Ye. him. Then ſhallthis whole nation and the children which are yet 
—_— . unbome praiſe and bleſle the Lord for cyer for this Parliament, 
_ and yout endeayours in it. But T' feele my ſelfe ſpent;,and 
therefore mult deſiſt, yet with this hope, that my Reve- 
rend fellow-labourer deſigned for the other part of 
wy Wi Wo TENG: ſet 
on with more top my _ 
' | neſſeisnot 
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